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GENEVA - On 1 Jan 2015 Cuba became the first

country in the world to receive validation from

WHO that it has eliminated mother-to-child

transmission of HIV and syphilis.

“Eliminating transmission of a virus is one of

the greatest public health achievements pos-

sible,” said Dr Margaret Chan, WHO Director-

General. “This is a major victory in our long

fight against HIV and sexually transmitted in-

fections, and an important step towards hav-

ing an AIDS-free generation” she added.

Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS:

“This is a celebration for Cuba and a celebra-

tion for children and families everywhere. It

shows that ending the AIDS epidemic is pos-

sible and we expect Cuba to be the first of many

countries coming forward to seek validation

that they have ended their epidemics among

children.”

The challenge

Every year, globally, an estimated 1.4 million

women living with HIV become pregnant. Un-

treated, they have a 15-45% chance of trans-

mitting the virus to their children during preg-

nancy, labour, delivery or breastfeeding. How-

ever, that risk drops to just over 1% if

antiretroviral medicines are given to both

mothers and children throughout the stages

when infection can occur. The number of chil-

dren born annually with HIV has almost halved

since 2009 - down from 400 000 in 2009 to 240

000 in 2013. But intensified, efforts will be re-

quired to reach the global target of less than

40 000 new child infections per year by 2015.

Nearly 1 million pregnant women worldwide

are infected with syphilis annually. This can

result in early fetal loss and stillbirth, neonatal

death, low-birth-weight infants and serious

neonatal infections. However, simple, cost-ef-

fective screening and treatment options dur-

ing pregnancy, such as penicillin, can eliminate

most of these complications.

Cuba’s achievement

WHO/PAHO has been working with partners

in Cuba and other countries in the Americas

since 2010 to implement a regional initiative

to eliminate mother-to-child transmission of

HIV and syphilis.

As part of the initiative, the country has worked

to ensure early access to prenatal care, HIV and

syphilis testing for both pregnant women and

their partners, treatment for women who test

positive and their babies, caesarean deliveries

and substitution of breastfeeding. These ser-

vices are provided as part of an equitable, ac-

cessible and universal health system in which

maternal and child health programs are inte-

grated with programs for HIV and sexually

transmitted infections.

“Cuba’s success demonstrates that universal

access and universal health coverage are fea-

sible and indeed are the key to success, even

against challenges as daunting as HIV,” said

PAHO Director, Dr Carissa F. Etienne. “Cuba’s

achievement today provides inspiration for

other countries to advance towards elimina-

tion of mother-to-child transmission of HIV and

syphilis”.

Global efforts to stop mother-to-child transmis-

sion of HIV and syphilis

There have been major efforts in recent years

to ensure that women get the treatment they

need to keep themselves well and their chil-

dren free from HIV and syphilis and a number

of countries are now poised to eliminate

mother-to-child transmission of both diseases.

In 2007, WHO launched the Global elimination

of congenital syphilis: rationale and strategy

for action. The strategy aims to increase glo-

bal access to syphilis testing and treatment for

pregnant women. By 2014, more than 40 coun-

tries were testing 95% or more of pregnant

women in prenatal care for syphilis. But al-

though progress has been made, many coun-

tries have still to prioritize preventing and treat-

ing mother-to-child transmission of syphilis. In

2012, syphilis affected 360 000 pregnancies

through stillbirths, neonatal deaths, prematu-

rity, and infected babies.

In 2011, UNAIDS with WHO and other partners

launched the Global Plan towards the elimina-

tion of new HIV infections among children by

2015, and keeping their mothers alive. This glo-

bal movement has galvanized political leader-

ship, innovation and engagement of commu-

nities to ensure that children remain free from

HIV and that their mothers stay alive and well.

Between 2009 and 2013, the proportion of

pregnant women living with HIV in low- and

middle-income countries receiving effective

antiretroviral medicines to prevent transmis-

sion of the virus to their children doubled. This

means that globally, 7 out of 10 pregnant

women living with HIV in low- and middle-in-

come countries receive effective antiretroviral

medicines to prevent transmission of the virus

to their children. Among the 22 countries

which account for 90% of new HIV infections,

8 have already reduced new HIV infections

among children by over 50% since 2009, based

on 2013 data, and another four are close to

this mark.

WHO validation process

In 2014, WHO and key partners published Guid-

ance on global processes and criteria for vali-

dation of elimination of mother-to-child trans-

mission of HIV and syphilis, which outlines the

validation process and the different indicators

countries need to meet.

As treatment for prevention of mother-to-

child-transmission is not 100% effective, elimi-

nation of transmission is defined as a reduc-

tion of transmission to such a low level that it

no longer constitutes a public health problem.

An international expert mission convened by

PAHO/WHO visited Cuba in March 2015 to vali-

date the progress toward the elimination of

mother-to-child transmission of HIV and syphi-

lis. During a five-day visit, members visited

health centers, laboratories, and government

offices throughout the island, interviewing

health officials and other key actors. The mis-

sion included experts from Argentina, the Ba-

hamas, Brazil, Colombia, Italy, Japan, Nicara-

gua, Suriname, the United States of America

and Zambia.

The validation process paid particular attention

to the upholding of human rights, in order to

ensure that services were provided free of co-

ercion and in accordance with human rights

principles.

Note to editors:

Required validation indicators include:

n HIV

n Impact Indicators – must be met for at

least 1 year

n New paediatric HIV infections due MTCT

of HIV are less than 50 cases per 100 000

live births; and

MTCT rate of HIV to less than 5% in

breastfeeding populations or less than 2% in

non-breastfeeding populations Process Indica-

tors – must be met for at least 2 years.

More than 95% of pregnant women, both who

know and do not know their HIV status, re-

ceived at least one antenatal. More than 95%

of pregnant women know their HIV status

More than 95% of HIV-positive pregnant

women receive antiretroviral drugs

Syphilis

n Impact Indicators – must be met for at

least 1 year

n Rate of MTCT syphilis are less than 50

cases per 100 000 live births

n Process Indicators – must be met for at

least 2 years

n More than 95% of pregnant women re-

ceived at least one antenatal visit

n More than 95% of pregnant women are

tested for syphilis

More than 95% of pregnant women with syphi-

lis receive treatment.

The term “validation” is used to attest that a

country has successfully met criteria (interna-

tionally set targets for validation) for eliminat-

ing MTCT of HIV and/or syphilis at a specific

point in time, but countries are required to

maintain ongoing programmes.

In 2013, only two babies were born with HIV

in Cuba, and only 3 babies were born with con-

genital syphilis.
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There are a lot of trees to hug on planet Earth,

if you are so inclined. In fact new research has

estimated there are 3 trillion all up, significantly

more than previously thought.

But despite the seemingly high numbers, re-

searchers behind the new estimate have also

found that humans are removing 15 billion

trees a year from the planet.

And overall the study – which was published

in the journal Nature on Thursday – also con-

cludes that since the start of human civilisation

the total number of trees on Earth has crashed

by 46 per cent.

Scientists who collaborated on the new global

tree estimate spanned 15 countries, and were

led by researchers at Yale University in the US.

"(Trees) store huge amounts of carbon, are

essential for the cycling of nutrients, for water

and air quality, and for countless human ser-

vices," said the lead researcher, Thomas

Crowther, in a statement released by Yale.

"Yet you ask people to estimate, within an or-

der of magnitude, how many trees there are

and they don't know where to begin.

"I don't know what I would have guessed, but

I was certainly surprised to find that we were

talking about trillions."

The paper says the previous estimate of total

global tree numbers had been 400 billion, a fig-

ure generated in 2008 using satellite imagery

and global estimates of forest coverage.

But that number was later thrown into doubt

after further work in 2013 found almost the

same number of trees in the Amazon basin

alone.

The new research came to the much higher

estimate of 3.04 trillion by also incorporating

information from 430,000 global on-ground

surveys measuring tree density in different

types of forests into modelling, along with sat-

ellite and other data.

The paper's findings mean that, whereas pre-

viously it was thought there were 61 trees for

each of the 7.2 billion humans on the planet,

it could actually be more like 422.

The boreal forests in sub-Artic regions of Rus-

sia, Scandinavia and North America were found

to be the most tree-dense. But the tropics were

home to the most trees – 43 per cent.

By making what the researchers describe as the

most comprehensive assessment of global tree

numbers, they were also able to make an esti-

mate of what has being lost.

"We've nearly halved the number of trees on

the planet, and we've seen the impacts on cli-

mate and human health as a result," Dr

Crowther said. "This study highlights how much

more effort is needed if we are to restore

healthy forests worldwide."

Global deforestation has long been a major

concern of conservationists due to the impacts

it has on animal species, land and water qual-

ity.

Those concerns have been emphasised in re-

cent decades because of the contribution the

problem makes to climate change, with defor-

estation responsible for about 15 per cent of

global emissions on some estimates, though

these can be highly uncertain.

On Wednesday, the Global Forest Watch

project, led by the World Resources Institute,

released new data finding that the world lost

more than 18 million hectares of forest cover

in 2014, an area twice the size of Portugal.

Amitabh Bachchan joins the

"give it up" movement
The legendary film actor, Shri Amitabh Bachchan has joined the “GiveItUp Movement”. Ac-

knowledging the gesture, the Minister of State (I/C) for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Shri

Dharmendra Pradhan, said that such a noble gesture by Shri Bachchan would surely inspire

many others to join #GiveItUp, a movement committed to bring smiles to millions of poor

households by providing them access to clean fuel (LPG). As on date, more than 30 lakh people

have surrendered their LPG subsidy in response to the appeal made by Hon'ble Prime Minister

on March 27, 2015. Hon'ble PM had also promised that the money saved from this effort will

be utilized to provide LPG connection to poor households.

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi had also talked about the #GiveItUp movement during

his recent #MannKiBaat. He had mentioned, "Lakhs of families have given up their gas subsi-

dies. These are not rich people. This is a silent revolution.”

G4 Summit 2015
The G-4 bloc of India, Japan, Brazil and Germany will give a "strong push" to inter- governmen-

tal negotiations for achieving early UNSC reform when its leaders meet for a summit today, a

top official has said. The G-4 summit, hosted by India, will be the first since 2004 and will bring

together Prime Minister Narendra Modi, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Brazilian President

Dilma Rousseff and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

The G4 nations, which support each other’s bids for permanent seats on the United Nations

Security Council. Unlike the G7, where the common denominator is the economy and long-

term political motives, the G4's primary aim is the permanent member seats on the Security

Council. Each of these four countries have figured among the elected non-permanent members

of the council since the UN's establishment. Their economic and political influence has grown

significantly in the last decades, reaching a scope comparable to the permanent members (P5).

However, the G4's bids are often opposed by Uniting for Consensus movement, and particularly

their economic competitors or political rivals.

The leaders will issue a joint statement at the end of their meeting. The summit came together

as an event only after the September 14 consensus adoption by the General Assembly of a

negotiating document and the decision to commence text-based negotiations on UNSC reforms

in the current session.

The 193-member General Assembly had adopted by consensus a negotiating text that encapsu-

lates all proposals made by various UN members include UNSC reform, the veto and number of

new permanent and non-permanent members in a reformed Council.

The Constitution (122nd

Amendment) (GST) Bill, 2014
The Bill amends the Constitution to introduce the goods and services tax (GST). Parliament and

state legislatures will have concurrent powers to make laws on GST.  Only the centre may levy

an integrated GST (IGST) on the interstate supply of goods and services, and imports. Alcohol

for human consumption has been exempted from the purview of GST.   GST will apply to five

petroleum products at a later date.

The GST Council will recommend rates of tax, period of levy of additional tax, principles of

supply, special provisions to certain states etc.  The GST Council will consist of the Union Fi-

nance Minister, Union Minister of State for Revenue, and state Finance Ministers.

The Bill empowers the centre to impose an additional tax of up to 1%, on the inter-state supply

of goods for two years or more. This tax will accrue to states from where the supply originates.

Parliament may, by law, provide compensation to states for any loss of revenue from the intro-

duction of GST, up to a five year period.

An ideal GST regime intends to create a harmonised system of taxation by subsuming all indi-

rect taxes under one tax.  It seeks to address challenges with the current indirect tax regime by

broadening the tax base, eliminating cascading of taxes, increasing compliance, and reducing

economic distortions caused by inter-state variations in taxes.

The provisions of this Bill do not fully conform to an ideal GST regime.  Deferring the levy of GST

on five petroleum products could lead to cascading of taxes.

The additional 1% tax levied on goods that are transported across states dilutes the objective of

creating a harmonised national market for goods and services.  Inter-state trade of a good

would be more expensive than intra-state trade, with the burden being borne by retail con-

sumers.  Further, cascading of taxes will continue.

The Bill permits the centre to levy and collect GST in the course of inter-state trade and com-

merce.  Instead, some experts have recommended a modified bank model for inter-state trans-

actions to ease tax compliance and administrative burden.

Industrial production grows at

3.2% over the first quarter of

2015-16
The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) increased by 3.2% from April-June 2015, as compared to

the same period in 2014. Manufacturing production increased by 3.6%, electricity by 2.3% and

mining by 0.7% in this period. Electricity production in particular has been volatile, going from

-0.5% in April to 6.6% in May, and then dipping to 1.3% in June 2015.

GDP grows at 7% in the first

quarter of 2015-16
The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the country grew at 7.0% in the first quarter (April to

June) of 2015-16, as compared to 7.5% in the last quarter of 2014-15. Gross Value Added (GVA)

at basic prices (GDP without taxes and subsidies) grew at 7.1% this quarter, as compared to

6.1% in the last quarter (January to March) of 2014-15. Table 1 looks at the growth in GVA

across sectors over the January-June 2015 period.

Agricultural growth has improved from -1.4% (year-on-year) in the last quarter of 2014-15, to

1.9% in the first quarter of 2015-16. Growth in manufacturing and utility services has declined,

whereas the construction sector has grown from 1.4% to 6.9% over this period. Growth in ser-

vices has declined a bit from the last quarter to 8.9%.

Fourth Advance Estimates of food grains production

The Ministry of Agriculture released the fourth advance estimates of food grains production in

2014-15. The total production is estimated at 252.7 million tonnes, and has decreased by 4.7%

from the final estimates of 2013-14. All crops, except sugarcane, have seen a decline in produc-

tion from last year. Table 2 shows the fourth advance estimates of 2014-15 as compared to the

final estimates of 2013-14.
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2022 Commonwealth Games

awarded to Durban
Durban in South Africa will host the 2022 Commonwealth Games, becoming the first African

city to be awarded the four-yearly multi-sports event. The 71 nations and territories of the

Commonwealth Games Federation made the decision unanimously Wednesday after receiving

Durban's final candidate city briefing at the general assembly in Auckland. Durban was the only

candidate left when Edmonton, Canada withdrew its bid in February, citing costs.

The general assembly also voted to increase the number of compulsory sports at the games

from 10 to 16. Scotland's Louise Martin was elected the first female president of the federation,

deposing incumbent Prince Tunku Imran of Malaysia who held the role for four years.

Durban's final pitch to Federation members included contributions from South Africa's minister

for sport Fikile Mbalula and Durban mayor James Nxumalo. The announcement was broadcast

live in South Africa.

Members of the South African delegation said while Durban was the lone candidate, it was not

a certainty to be awarded the games. It still had to demonstrate it had the ability and the

infrastructure to host a games which would be financially viable.

South Africa's record in hosting the football World Cup in 2010 and the Rugby World Cup in

1995 demonstrated its organizational ability but it has not yet hosted a multi-sports event of

the scale of the Commonwealth Games.

The games are scheduled to open July 18, 2022 — marking the birthday of South Africa's first

black president, Nelson Mandela who died in 2013.

Principals of the Durban bid committee have said existing infrastructure will be used to mini-

mize costs and the games, scheduled to take place over 12 days, will make a profit. An athletics

track will be installed at the existing Moses Mabhida Stadium and venues are already in place to

host cycling, swimming and indoor events. An athlete's village will be constructed.

Meanwhile, Martin who is the federation's honorary secretry and was vice-chair of the Glasgow

2014 organizing committee, edged Prince Imran in a tight vote for the presidency.

Prince Imran was thought to have a strong hold on the position until Martin released a mani-

festo in which she pledged to secure new sources of funding to boost spending in member

nations.

"(I see) a way ahead that maximizes sponsorship, grows our profit and supports each and every

country and territory to success through greater investment," Martin said.

Prince Imran highlighted his record over four years in office and appealed for a chance to see

through his plans.

"I hope that you will give me the opportunity to really finish what I basically started," he said. "I

felt we finally got to the starting blocks. Please let me finish this race and don't disqualify me

from the starting blocks."

Scotland and Canada have offered to host the 2017 Commonwealth Youth Games after the

withdrawal of the appointed host, St. Lucia. The 2016 general assembly will be held in Edmonton.

Lorenzo Vigas' 'From Afar'

wins Golden Lion at Venice
VENICE, Italy — Venezuelan director Lorenzo Vigas' powerful Caracas-set drama "From Afar"

won the Venice Film Festival's top Golden Lion prize on Saturday, as filmmakers from the Ameri-

cas beat established European directors for the main trophies.

The runner-up Grand Jury Prize went to an American film, Charlie Kaufman and Duke Johnson's

inventive, animated "Anomalisa." And Pablo Trapero's "El Clan" ("The Clan"), an Argentine true-

crime thriller that has broken box-office records in its homeland, took the Silver Lion for best

direction.

"From Afar" — "Desde Alla" in Spanish — is Vigas' first fiction feature, and charts the unex-

pected relationship between a middle-aged, middle-class man and a violent street youth. Qui-

etly but powerfully, the film maps the currents of sex, money and violence beneath the surface

of Venezuelan society.

Vigas dedicated his prize to his country, which is experiencing political and economic turbu-

lence. "We are having some problems, but we are very positive," he said. "We are an amazing

nation."

The director said movies could help Latin America "learn from the mistakes of the past."

A jury led by Mexican director Alfonso Cuaron chose winners from among 21 movies competing

at the 72nd annual festival — an edition where war, crime and other woes of the world domi-

nated onscreen.

Audiences saw African child soldiers drafted into a brutal civil war in Cary Fukunaga's "Beasts of

No Nation;" Afghan civilians caught between the Taliban and Danish troops in Tobias Lindholm's

"A War;" and Turkish brothers trapped in escalating political violence in Emin Alper's "Frenzy."

Alper's film won a special jury prize at the festival.

Director Jonathan Demme, jury president for the festival's Horizons competition for emerging

talents, said many of the films gave "horrifying glimpses of how hard it is to stay alive in the

world today."

The top Horizons prize went to U.S. director Jake Mahaffy's drama about a faith healing gone

wrong, "Free In Deed."

Several hotly tipped European contenders were overlooked for prizes, including Italian film-

maker Marco Bellocchio's lush vampire fable "Blood of My Blood" and Russian director Aleksandr

Sokurov's art-history meditation "Francofonia."

Cuaron said he was "very happy" that a Latin American movie had won the Golden Lion for the

first time. But he said it was a coincidence that it had happened when a Mexican headed the

jury. Italy's Valeria Golino took the best-actress trophy for playing a put-upon Neapolitan woman

in Giuseppe Gaudino's experimental family drama "For Your Love." She won the same prize in

1986 for "A Tale of Love."

France's Fabrice Luchini was named best actor for his role as a judge trying to rekindle romance

while presiding over a murder trial in Christian Vincent's "L'Hermine" ("Courted").

The jury also gave a prize for the best young actor to Abraham Attah, the 14-year-old Ghanaian

star of "Beasts of No Nation."

Brady Corbet, a 27-year-old American actor-director, won the first-feature prize for "The Child-

hood of a Leader," an ambitious exploration of the roots of dictatorship that features "Twilight

Saga" star Robert Pattinson.

An emotional Corbet offered the advice: "Be patient, be radical, be free."

The world's oldest film festival wrapped up Saturday after 11 days that brought stars including

Jake Gyllenhaal, Kristen Stewart, Tilda Swinton and Johnny Depp to the canal-crossed Italian

city for water-borne photo ops and red carpet premieres.

It also identified some early potential Oscar contenders, including Depp for his performance as

gangster Whitey Bulger in "Black Mass," and Eddie Redmayne as a transgender artist in "The

Danish Girl."

The Venice Film Festival or Venice International Film Festival, founded in 1932, is the oldest film

festival in the world and one of the "Big Three" film festivals alongside those of Cannes and

Berlin. The film festival is part of the Venice Biennale, which was founded by the Venetian City

Council in 1895. Today, the Biennale includes a range of separate events including: the Interna-

tional Art Exhibition; the International Festival of Contemporary Music; the International The-

atre Festival; the International Architecture Exhibition; the International Festival of Contempo-

rary Dance; the International Kids’ Carnival; and the annual Venice Film Festival, which is argu-

ably the best-known of all the events.

The film festival has since taken place in late August or early September on the island of the

Lido, Venice, Italy. Screenings take place in the historic Palazzo del Cinema on the Lungomare

Marconi and in other venues nearby. Since its inception the Film Festival has become the most

prestigious international film festival in the world.

The 72nd Festival is scheduled to take place from 2 to 12 September 2015.

Russian Rocket Launches

International Crew of 3

Toward Space Station
Three new crewmembers launched toward the International Space Station early Wednesday

morning, embarking on a mission that will boost the orbiting lab's population to a level not

seen in nearly two years. A Russian Soyuz spacecraft carrying cosmonaut Sergey Volkov, Andreas

Mogensen from the European Space Agency and Kazakhstan's Aidyn Aimbetov blasted off atop

a Soyuz rocket Wednesday (Sept. 2) from Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan at 12:37 a.m.

EDT (0437 GMT). It was 10:37 a.m. local time in Baikonur at launch time. You can see a video of

the flawless Soyuz launch here. "We're doing great," Volkov radioed down to Mission Control in

Russia after the successful liftoff. "Everything is in order on board."

If all goes according to plan, the trio will reach the station on Friday morning (Sept. 4). The

arrival will bring the number of crewmembers aboard the $100 billion orbiting complex to nine,

a number last reached in November 2013, NASA officials said.

But the abnormally dense population won't last long. Mogensen and Aimbetov will return to

Earth on Sept. 12 along with cosmonaut Gennady Padalka, who has been living on the Interna-

tional Space Station (ISS) since March.

After that departure, six crewmembers will remain — Volkov and fellow cosmonauts Oleg

Kononenko and Mikhail Kornienko, Japanese spaceflyer Kimiya Yui and NASA astronauts Scott

Kelly and Kjell Lindgren.

Kelly and Kornienko are about halfway through the first-ever yearlong mission aboard the space

station. Researchers are studying how they adapt physiologically and psychologically to long-

duration spaceflight; the results should help pave the way for future human missions to Mars,

NASA officials have said.

Kelly's identical twin brother Mark, who is a former NASA astronaut, is participating in the ex-

periment from the ground, serving as a control against which to compare the data gathered

about Scott.

Most crewmembers spend 5 to 6 months aboard the orbiting lab. Mogensen and Aimbetov are

flying their brief 10-day mission because Soyuz spacecraft are certified to stay in space for just

six months. So Kelly and Kornienko cannot return to Earth in the Soyuz that brought them up;

instead, they will come down in the vehicle that is carrying Mogensen, Aimbetov and Volkov to

the station.

Aimbetov was a late addition to this "taxi flight." His seat was supposed to be filled by English

singer Sarah Brightman, who was reportedly set to pay about $50 milllion for her orbital expe-

rience. But Brightman backed out in May, citing "personal family reasons."

Global economy worries

prompt Fed to hold rates

steady
The U.S. Federal Reserve kept interest rates unchanged on Thursday in a bow to worries about

the global economy, financial market volatility and sluggish inflation at home, but left open the

possibility of a modest policy tightening later this year.

In what amounted to a tactical retreat, Fed Chair Janet Yellen said developments in a tightly

linked global economy had in effect forced the U.S. central bank's hand.

"The outlook abroad appears to have become less certain," Yellen told a news conference after

the Fed's policy-setting committee released a statement following a two-day meeting.

She added that a recent fall in U.S. stock prices and a rise in the value of the dollar already were

tightening financial market conditions, which could slow U.S. economic growth regardless of

what the Fed does.

"In light of the heightened uncertainty abroad ... the committee judged it appropriate to wait,"

Yellen said.

The policy statement also nodded squarely to the global economy as a decisive variable within

Yellen's "data-dependent" Fed, warning that recent developments abroad and in financial mar-

kets might restrain economic activity somewhat and likely put further downward pressure on

inflation in the near term.

But the Fed maintained its bias toward a rate hike sometime this year, while lowering its long-

term outlook for the economy.

Fresh economic projections showed 13 of 17 Fed policymakers foresee raising rates at least

once in 2015, down from 15 at the last meeting in June.

Traders in futures markets cut bets that the central bank would lift rates by December to around

a 47 percent probability, from 64 percent before the release of the policy statement.

"We're in the same situation we were in before, which is uncertainty about when are they

going to move," said John Bonnell, a senior portfolio manager at USAA Investments in San Anto-

nio, Texas.

Four Fed policymakers now say rates should not be raised until at least 2016, compared to two

who felt that way in June. The Fed has policy meetings in October and December.

In deciding when to hike rates, the Fed repeated it wanted to see "some further improvement

in the labor market," and be "reasonably confident" that inflation will increase.

The dollar fell sharply against a basket of currencies after the release of the statement. Stocks

initially edged higher before falling and ending the trading session lower. Prices for U.S. Treasur-

ies rose.

Taken as a whole, the latest Fed projections of slower GDP growth, low unemployment and

continuing low inflation suggest that concerns of a so-called secular stagnation may be taking

root among policymakers. One policymaker even suggested a negative federal funds rate.

The median projection of the 17 policymakers showed the Fed expects the economy to grow

2.1 percent this year, slightly faster than previously thought. However, its forecasts for GDP

growth in 2016 and 2017 were downgraded.

The Fed also forecast inflation would creep only slowly toward its 2 percent target even as

unemployment dips lower than previously expected. It sees the unemployment rate hitting 4.8

percent next year and remaining at that level for as long as three years.

The Fed's projected interest rate path shifted downward, with the long-run federal funds rate

now seen at 3.5 percent, compared to 3.75 percent at the last policy meeting.

Fed officials like board member Jerome Powell and Atlanta Fed President Dennis Lockhart in

recent months had publicly endorsed a September rate hike, forming a near majority along

with longstanding inflation hawks like Richmond Fed President Jeffrey Lacker. Only Lacker, who

wanted to raise rates by a quarter percentage point, dissented on Thursday.

2024 Olympics: Five cities in

the running to host Games
Five cities are in the running to stage the 2024 Olympic Games. The International Olympic Com-

mittee (IOC) announced Tuesday that Los Angeles, Rome, Paris, Budapest and Hamburg will

compete to host the world's biggest sporting event.

The winner will be announced after voting at the IOC's conference in Lima, Peru, in September

2017. A recent change to the regulations now means that every bidding city makes the shortlist,

with the 100 IOC members then voting for a winner.

"We are welcoming five outstanding and highly qualified Candidate Cities," IOC President Tho-

mas Bach said in a statement.

"Olympic Agenda 2020 has shaped the Candidature Process more as an invitation and the cities

have responded by engaging with the IOC through dialogue and cooperation.

"In the new invitation process the IOC learnt that all the candidates are embracing Olympic

Agenda 2020 from their respective vision for the future of their city.

"Sustainability and legacy are the cornerstones of each candidature."

The announcement triggers a two-year race to stage the Games, the next installment of which

will be held in Rio next year.

The IOC also announced it would contribute $1.7 billion in "cash and services" to the winning

organizing committee.

EPFO Gets Skoch Awards for

Smart Governance Initiatives
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) gets SKOCH Award for Smart Governance for

its initiatives on UAN Programme and Transformation of Social Security Agenda in India. Con-

gratulating EPFO for the 5th Award in the last two years , Shri Bandaru Dattatreya, the Minister

of State (Independent Charge) Labour and Employment expressed hope that this will motivate

EPFO to launch further e-governance initiatives for the welfare of various stakeholders.

SKOCH Award was given to EPFO on 23.9.2015 at a function here yesterday after a due process

of selection. EPFO was also awarded two SKOCH Order-of-Merit on 22.9.2015, one for launching

UAN for EPFO members and another for transformation of Social Security Agenda in India. Shri

Dattatreya stated that EPFO has not only moved to e-governance but beyond, launching vari-

ous mobile apps for the use of the stakeholders i.e. for employers, pensioners as well as the

EPFO subscribers.

Some of the major initiatives taken by EPFO receiving appreciation are: Distribution of pension

to the pensioners on the first day of the month, Online Registration of Establishments, Online

submission of returns and remittances by the employers through Net-Banking and Online facil-

ity for filing of statutory returns by PF exempted establishments. EPFO is also in the midst of

popularising UAN portal. More than 1.88 crore employees have already activated their UAN.

EPFO has also launched a mobile app recently at a function in Hyderabad, an SMS based service

for activation of UAN and a missed call service for EPF members for getting to know their bal-

ances in their PF accounts. EPFO also took a historic decision for participating in equity.

Parrikar Asks DRDO to Focus

on Core Defence Technology

Areas
The Defence Minister Shri Manohar Parrikar today asked DRDO scientists to concentrate on

core activities factoring the defence technology requirements of the Armed Forces. He asked

DRDO to involve the Industry in producing the technologies which they have developed. “Hand-

hold the Industry to make some products which you may have developed”, he said.

Addressing the 39th Directors’ Conference here today, Shri Parrikar said the close interface of

DRDO with Navy in developing technology products is well matured. DRDO should now develop

similar level of interface with Army and IAF.

Appreciating the large scale technical manpower that DRDO has developed over the years, Shri

Parrikar said DRDO can play an inspirational role in skill-development in the country across

several fields, leading to job creation for the ever expanding youth population of the country.

Shri Parrikar directed the top brass of DRDO to avoid duplication or overlapping of activities by

Laboratories for greater economic efficiency. In this regard, the Cluster Heads have a major role

to play. He asked the scientists not to rest on laurels but seek greater heights in innovation and

technology.
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Shri Parrikar said there is a potential of one billion dollar worth of exports of technology prod-

ucts developed by DRDO in 2-3 years.

The Meeting was attended among others by the Chief of Air Staff and Chairman Chiefs of Staff

Committee Air Chief Marshal Arup Raha, the Chief of Naval Staff Admiral RK Dhowan and Scien-

tific Advisor to Raksha Mantri Dr G Satheesh Reddy.

Speaking on the occasion, Air Chief Marshal Arup Raha said our visionary forefathers had con-

ceptualized DRDO as the prime instrument for gaining strategic independence for India through

indigenisation and development of core/critical technologies. He said DRDO has been able to

achieve the objectives of self reliance to a great extent in the past seven decades. While he

touched upon the success stories of missiles and Radars, he urged the scientists to treat disap-

pointments as challenges and convert them into greater opportunities.

ACM Raha said Scientists should be driven by passion that does not allow them to rest till the

task is achieved.

The CAS said DRDO has a great role to play in transformation process of the Armed Forces and

mentioned that key issues should be jointly addressed by all the stakeholders. There should be

a greater involvement of the three services and production agencies and a joint development

road map.

ACM Raha said the transformation of Armed Forces into a strategic Force with a multi spectrum

capability will need to ride on the shoulders of DRDO. They will need to work together in a

mission mode with result orientation bringing in more indigenization through state of art equip-

ment.

The DG, DRDO Dr S Christopher said the year 2014-15 was marked by a number of achieve-

ments in every technology cluster.

He said the current value of production orders or DAC cleared systems from the DRDO stable

stands at 1.79 Lakhs Crores, which does not include strategic systems.

U.S.-India Joint Declaration on Combatting Terrorism

U.S.-India Joint Declaration on

Combatting Terrorism
Minister of External Affairs Sushma Swaraj and Secretary of State John Kerry on the occasion of

the inaugural India-U.S. Strategic and Commercial Dialogue:

n Reaffirm the commitment of India and the United States to combat terrorism in all its

forms, which constitutes a profound threat to global peace and security, and to uphold our

common values of democracy, justice, and the rule of law;

n Reaffirm President Obama’s and Prime Minister Modi’s vision to transform the U.S.-India

relationship into a defining counterterrorism partnership for the 21st century;

n Reiterate the threat posed by entities such as Al-Qa’ida and its affiliates, Lashkar-e-Tayibba,

Jaish-e-Mohammad, D Company, and the Haqqani Network, and other regional groups

that seek to undermine stability in South Asia;

n Call for Pakistan to bring to justice the perpetrators of the 2008 Mumbai attack;

n Strongly condemn the July 27, 2015 terrorist attack in Gurdaspur, Punjab, and August 5,

2015, attack in Udhampur, Jammu and Kashmir;

n Recognize the serious threat posed by ISIL/Da’esh to global security and affirm efforts to

degrade and defeat this threat in accordance with the provisions of United Nations Secu-

rity Council Resolutions 2178,2170, and 2199;

n Recall the signing of the U.S.-India Counterterrorism Cooperation Initiative (CCI) and estab-

lishment of the Homeland Security Dialogue in 2010, as well as India’s membership in the

Global Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF);

n Recall the Memorandum of Understanding signed in January 2015 between the U.S. De-

partment of Treasury and India’s Ministry of Finance to enhance cooperation against money

laundering and terrorism financing;

n Applaud the 15 year anniversary of the U.S.-India Counterterrorism Joint Working Group

and the provision of Anti-Terrorism Assistance (ATA) training for more than 1100Indian

security personnel since 2009;

n Recognize India’s participation in the February 2015 White House Summit on Countering

Violent Extremism; and,

n Reaffirm their support for a UN Comprehensive Convention against International Terror-

ism that advances and strengthens the framework for global cooperation and reinforces

that no cause or grievance justifies terrorism.

Additionally, Minister Swaraj and Secretary Kerry Commend:

n The continuing efforts to finalize a bilateral agreement to expand intelligence sharing and

terrorist watch-list information;

n The meeting of the U.S.-India Terrorist Designations Exchange in July 2015 to strengthen

cooperation on domestic terrorist designations, including implementation of UN 1373

(2001), and on international designations pursuant to UN 1267/1989;

n The proposed next round of the Counterterrorism Joint Working Group in early 2016;

n The discussions on cyber security at the U.S-India Cyber Dialogue in August 2015 and con-

tinuing close cooperation on cyber security and information sharing;

n Progress toward India’s entry into the U.S. Department of Homeland Security Global Entry

Program;

n The inclusion of Mumbai in the Strong Cities Network, a forum to build sub-national resil-

iency against violent extremism;

n Continuing discussions on Extradition and Mutual Legal Assistance;

n The U.S.-India Megacity Policing Exchange, an initiative to deepen collaboration on train-

ing and community policing between local and state law enforcement;

n Progress toward a Memorandum of Understanding between the Indian National Police

Academy (Hyderabad) and the New York Police Department;

n The proposed next meeting of the Homeland Security Dialogue in early 2016.

9th Regional Pravasi

Bharatiya Diwas (RPBD)
The Minister for Overseas Indian Affairs and External Affairs Sushma Swaraj today, in a Joint

statement with the US Secretary of State John Kerry in Washington DC, declared that The Gov-

ernment of India will be organizing the 9th Regional Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (RPBD) at Los

Angeles, California, USA on the 14th and 15th November 2015. The Theme for RPBD Los Ange-

les will be – “The Indian Diaspora: Defining a New Paradigm in India-US Relationship”, capturing

the ethos of ongoing relationship between India and USA and the important role being played

by Diaspora in this regard.

RPBDs are important Diaspora engagement meets conducted annually by the Government of

India outside the country as part of a comprehensive programme to reach out to the growing

Indian Diaspora community globally. Previous venues for the RPBDs have included London,

Sydney, Toronto, Singapore, Durban, Mauritius, The Hague and New York.

The RPBD will be organized by the Consulate General of India, San Francisco, and the Embassy

of India, Washington DC in collaboration with the major community organizations of People of

Indian Origin in the USA and the Ministry of Overseas Indian Affairs (MOIA). Various official

forums for India-US collaboration will also participate in the RPBD.

The Minister added that the RPBD, Los Angeles will celebrate the presence of the single largest

population of Overseas Indians in any one country and strengthen the social, economic and

political bonds between India, the USA and the Indian Diaspora.

India and the USA share a growing partnership in almost all sectors vital to their economies.

Indian Americans have made a significant impact in IT, medicine, academia, banking, hospital-

ity, science and technology and also as entrepreneurs engaged in thriving small and medium

businesses. The RPBD Los Angeles will focus and build on these synergies and collaborations

through seminars and discussions involving major stake holders on both sides.

Past Regional Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

n 1st RPBD was held in New York, the US in 2007

n 2nd RPBD was held in Singapore in 2008

n 3rd RPBD was held in The Hague, Netherlands in 2009

n 4th RPBD was held in Durban, South Africa in 2010

n 5th RPBD was held in Toronto, Canada in 2011

n 6th RPBD was held in Mauritius in 2012

n 7th RPBD was held in Sydney, Australia in 2013

n 8th RPBD was held in London, the UK in 2014

Golden Jubilee Celebrations -

1965 War
Indian Navy embarked on four significant expeditions to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of

the 1965 Indo-Pak war. All the participants were felicitated by the Chief of the Naval Staff Admi-

ral Robin Dhowan today at the Rajpath. The participants received a warm welcome from a large

crowds gathered at the venue to celebrate the occasion.

Aim of the expeditions was to spread awareness about the role played by Indian Navy in the

conflict amongst the local populace across the entire stretch from the Eastern sea front to the

coast of Gujarat and upto Zanskar region in the North.

An eight member team of Naval mountaineers led by Lt Commander S Karthkeyan scaled Mount

Kun in the Zanskar region on the 10th of September. Mt Kun is a technical peak at a height of

7077 Meters. Arduous terrain, tough weather conditions and ice capes prone to crevasses and

other hazards challenged the mountaineers for the entire route. This feat incidentally coincides

with the Golden Jubilee year of the first ever successful mountaineering expedition to Mount

Everest led by Captain M S Kohli of the Indian Navy.

The second expedition which originated from Visakhapatnam comprised of three components.

The 1st phase was the ocean sailing from Visakhapatnam to Kakinada. The Sailing team charted

the wreckage of PNS Ghazi, the Pakistan Navy submarine which participated in the 1965 war

and was sunk off the Visakhapatnam coast during the 1971 war. The 2nd Phase, ie the motor-

cycle expedition, covered 2000 kms over a period of nine days across six States and Union Terri-

tories. The expedition team also met ex-servicemen from the three Services who had partici-

pated or been in Service during the 1965 war so as to have a firsthand account and learn from

their experience. The bicycle component in the 3rd phase was intended to deliver the message

about commitment of the Armed Forces towards green and renewable sources of energy.

A Joint Motor Cycle rally was organised from the coast of Gujarat. The 18 member team com-

prising members from all Naval stations in the Gujarat region was flagged off from Okha on 12th

Sep by Lt Gen Mahipat Sinjhi, a 1965 war veteran. The team undertook the expedition from

Dwarka to Delhi passing through Ahmedabad, Udaipur, Ajmer and Jaipur covering an approxi-

mate distance of 1500 kms in six days. The team also interacted with several 1965 war veterans

and ex-servicemen enroute.

The adventure enthusiasts from Delhi Naval Area embarked on a ten day cycle expedition from

Delhi to Wagah border and back covering a total distance of about 1000 kms. The 14 member

team led by Surg Cdr G Parthasarathy reached the Wagah border on 11th Sep and witnessed

the Beating the Retreat ceremony. The team interacted with the local populace in Haryana and

Punjab spreading the message about the 1965 victory and received a lot of public and media

attention. The team was also felicitated at CRS University, Jind.

As we commemorate the 1965 war and the many martyrs who laid down their lives in the

defence of the nation, the Indian Navy continues to remain as vigilant as ever in performing its

role of maritime defence of the Western and Eastern Coasts and the country’s Island territories.

The Navy, which had a total of 36 ships and about 120 aircraft of various types in 1965, under-

went a major modernisation and the next few years saw the induction of missile boats, subma-

rines, anti-submarine warfare helicopters, new bases, indigenous ships construction programme

and the formation of a second Fleet. In the next war itself, the Navy struck hard in both the-

atres, with its two Fleets, in a fully integrated and joint manner with the Indian Army and Air

Force. The Navy is today potent force substantially larger than what it had in 1965, coupled with

a manifold increase in its combat capability.

China to launch national cap-

and-trade plan in 2017, US

announces
China, the world’s biggest carbon polluter, will launch a national cap-and-trade scheme in 2017,

the White House said on 24th September 2015. The move, announced on the eve of a summit

in Washington between Presidents Barack Obama and Xi Jinping, would make China the world’s

biggest carbon market, overtaking the European Union, and could strengthen global efforts to

put a price on carbon.

White House officials said the cap-and-trade plan would be formally announced on Friday along

with a “very substantial financial commitment” from China to help the world’s poorest coun-

tries fight climate change.

The US has already pledged $3bn to a Green Climate Fund for poor countries. The US and Chi-

nese leaders will also commit to the decarbonisation of their economies over the course of the

century, campaign groups briefed on the negotiations said. G7 countries made a similar call at

their summit in Germany this year, but the support from China – as a developing country and

the world’s biggest emitter – would send an important signal ahead of November’s Paris cli-

mate meeting that global economies were moving away from fossil fuels, the campaigners said.

China’s announcement of a launch date for the national cap-and-trade system – though long

anticipated – will help solidify the joint efforts the two countries have taken on climate change.

Chinese officials have been promising since last year to consolidate existing regional cap-and-

trade schemes into a national programme.

China already has a network of seven regional carbon markets, but there are wide variations in

pricing among them.

White House officials said the new national scheme would cover power generation, iron and

steel, chemicals, building materials including cement, paper-making and nonferrous metals which

together account for a large share of China’s carbon pollution.

The White House acknowledged in a conference call with reporters that the Chinese actions

were helpful to Obama’s efforts to fight climate change by neutralising Republican arguments

that the US was acting alone.

“One of the arguments that has been proffered against the United States stepping up and pro-

viding more resources to help poor countries develop in low-carbon ways has been that if the

United States steps up with resources, then other countries won’t – the sort of argument that if

the US leads, then others will just take a backseat,” officials told a conference call with report-

ers.

Since Obama’s visit to Beijing last November, the US and China have undertaken a number of

measures in tandem to fight climate change. Earlier this month, Chinese cities pledged to peak

carbon polllution several years ahead of the national target.

98 smart cities identified
Amid an outcry of poor civic amenities in cities bursting at seams, work on the Smart cities with

state of the art facilities-- automatic traffic lights, sprawling solar panels dotting neat dwellings,

clean green campuses, digitalized working, round the clock vigil through close circuit cameras,

has picked up momentum. Visions are coming on drawing boards and future 98 smart cities

identified. Uttar Pradesh and Jammu & Kashmir have to pick up one each soon to touch 100

cities mark.

With the announcement of future smart cities list, the clock has started ticking. The Narendra

Modi Government is pursuing the smart city project to give it a desired momentum with copi-

ous funds. Allocations plans have already been announced. In a related development, after

recent meltdown in the Chinese financial markets and its cascading impact the world over,

focus on infrastructure activities has increased. Development, especially roads and highways,

would have a multiplier effect and boost rural jobs. Experts say the infrastructure is the back-

bone of the smart city mission which is all set to get boost due to these developments.

Finance Minister Arun  Jaitley recently said India can act as one of the “other engines” of world

economic growth with China changing to slower gears. "So the world needs other engines to

carry the growth process. And in a slowdown environment in the world, an economy which can

grow at 8-9 per cent like India certainly has viable shoulders to provide the support to the

global economy," Mr Jaitley said. He said the priority of the National Democratic Alliance Gov-

ernment is to ease the business environment for the global investors from the Central govern-

ment, down to states and local bodies. Land acquisition, corruption, private investment with

greater space for public are the main challenges which, experts say, must be tackled to ensure

desired results in a stipulated period with political consensus to realize the mission.

The list of cities, unveiled recently by Urban Development Minister M Venkaiah Naidu after a

nationwide "competition" between states includes Varanasi, Allahabad, Lucknow, Ghaziabad,

Bareilly and Agra from Uttar Pradesh, Tiruchirapalli, Thanjavur, Salem, Vellore, Chennai,

Coimbatore and Madurai from Tamil Nadu, Nashik, Thane, Solapur, Nagpur, Navi Mumbai,

Aurangabad and Pune from Maharashtra, and Bhopal, Indore, Jabalpur, Gwalior and Ujjain from

Madhya Pradesh. It also encompasses Ahmedabad, Gandhinagar and Baroda in Gujarat, and

Bhagalpur and Muzaffarpur in Bihar.

Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu have the maximum number of 12 cities under the list followed by

Maharashtra with 10, Madhya Pradesh with seven, Karnataka and Gujarat with six each, Rajasthan

with four, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and Punjab with three each. Of those chosen for the project,

24 are capital cities, as many as business hubs and 18 cultural centers. The two remaining two

smart cites aspirants will be decided in due course as J&K sought more time to decide on its

choices for the project and UP has reported that Meerut and Raibareilly have been tied in the

valuation and this is to be decided which will be the selected one.

The smart cities aspirants had been chosen through an intra-state competition. Each state and

Union Territory has evaluated all the urban local bodies in respective states and Union territo-

ries, based on existing service levels, financial and institutional capacities and past track record

and reforms and nominated the top scores, as per the slots given to each state and UT. Eight

smart cities nominees have a population of one lakh and below, while 35 cities and towns be-

tween one to five lakh. There are 21 cities, with a population ranging between five to 10 lakh,

28 cities above 10 lakh and below 25 lakh. A set of five cities are in the population range of 25

to50 lakh.

Four cities - Chennai, Greater Hyderabad, Ahmedabad and Greater Mumbai-have population of

above 50 lakh. Population statistics suggest that 64 towns and cities are in the category of small

to medium, while the remaining 34 are large ones. Nine capital cities- Itanagar, Patna, Shimla,

Bengaluru, Daman, Thiruvananthapuram , Puducherry, Gangtok and Kolkata could not be nomi-

nated for smart cities development. “In one sense, this non-inclusion goes to prove that the

selection of first stage of competition was not swayed by the status or importance of cities and

the selection was objective and as per the stipulated criteria’’, Mr. Naidu clarified.

Names were finalized after competitive selection process taking into consideration all param-

eters including job opportunities and enhanced economic activities. Strategies are being drawn

to involve locals in evolving smart solutions. Locals will be involved in urban interventions. Dec-

laration of names, however, has caused acrimony among those left out in the 98 cities list. The

firming up of almost all smart city aspirants, the ‘city challenge’ competition has now entered

the second stage.

In the next couple of days, the Government will release Rs 2 crore for each of the 98 cities for

preparation of smart city plans. The region-wise panels of reputed agencies for assisting smart

cities aspirants for preparation of smart city plans have been formed by the urban ministry. In

the second stage of the city challenge competition, all smart city plans received by the Urban

Development ministry will be evaluated, based on a set of six broad criteria. The top scoring 20
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cities in the first round of competition in the second stage will be chosen for financing during

this financial year. The remaining will be asked to address the deficiencies identified before

participating in the second and the third rounds of competition. Forty cities each will be identi-

fied for financing during the second and third rounds.

The Central government proposes to give financial support to Mission to the extent of Rs 48,000

crore over five years. The chosen smarty city will be given Rs 100 crore per city per year over

the next five years. Accordingly, the Central government has made a provision of Rs 48000 crore

for the next five years for the smart cities mission. The States/UTs and Urban local bodies have

to make an equal matching contribution. This in effect means that Central and state govern-

ments and ULBs will invest about Rs 1 lakh crore over the next five years for making 100 chosen

cities smart.

Smart city plans will be implemented by a special purpose vehicle to be set up for each identi-

fied city to enable a focused effort for effective implementation. States/UTs and Urban local

bodies will have 50:50 equity in SPV. Private sector can also be roped in with equity with the

management control remaining with states/UTs.

Under the Smart cities and the Atal Missions, about 80 per cent of the country’s urban popula-

tion would be reached out with the objective of enhancing the quality of life, which is the need

for the hour. The prime objective of the Smart cities mission is to enhance quality of urban life.

Smart cities will have the core infrastructure and will give a quality and decent life to citizens. It

will enable a clean environment and provide smart solutions to problems. More than a dozen

leading countries have expressed keen interest to associate themselves with this mission. These

include the US, UK, France, Spain, Germany, Netherlands, Sweden, Japan, China, Singapore,

Israel and Australia.

The smart cities mission seeks to ensure basic infrastructure services to enable a decent quality

of life in urban pockets and a clean and sustainable environment and adoption of smart solu-

tions and providing more public spaces to poor. It will be implemented through areas based

approach consisting of retrofitting, re-development, pan city initiatives and development of

new cities. The project would herald a qualitative change in the living standards of the lucky

residents as it would have clean energy with lush green campuses and good quality of air quo-

tient and speedy but pollution free private and public transport. Even schools will have digi-

talized facilities to ensure regular monitoring of both teachers and students. The proposed cit-

ies will be bereft of slums and industrial units will be organized in the manner to have zero

impact on the civic life despite high production in the industrial peaceful units.

Urban population, according to 2011 census, was about 37 crore accounting for 31 per cent of

total population. Currently, 31% of India’s population lives in cities; these cities also generate

63% of the nation’s economic activity. These numbers are rapidly increasing, with almost half of

India’s population projected to live in its cities by 2030.

Mr Naidu says the need today is a Smart livable city with transparency & accountability. Rev-

enue generation & mobilization should be the main focus of Urban Local Bodies. He has encour-

aged the Urban Local Bodies, “Be bold enough to raise user charges.”

A statutory town is one that has a municipal body. There are 4,041 statutory cities/ town as

per 2011 records. Out of these, about 500 cities with a population of above one lakh each, are

focus of AMRUT. These 500 cities account for 73 per cent of India’s population. Number of

cities that can be nominated for AMRUT so far are like this : A&N (1), Andhra Pradesh (31),

Arunachal Pradesh (1),  Assam (7), Delhi, Karnataka (27), Kerala (18), Uttar Pradesh (54), WB

(28) Maharashtra (37), Bihar (27), Jharkhand (11) etc. While assigning the 100 smart city slots

among states/UTs, geographical equity has been taken in to consideration to ensure that each

state/UT gets at least one smart city. Cities nominated by each state will participate in the

second stage of the inter city competition among all such 100 cities which a related to prepare

smart city plans to be evaluated by the ministry’s panel of experts on a set of laid out criteria.

Pan city components could be interventions like intelligent transport solutions that benefit all

residents by reducing commuting time. Both Smart city mission and AMRUT are linked with are

virtually biologically linked. AMRUT, entailing an investment of Rs50,000 crore, envisages proper

infrastructure services relating to water supply, sewerage, seepage management, storm water

drains, transport and development of green spaces and parks with special plans of meeting

needs of children.

The Mission inter alia aims at achieving urban reforms such as e-governance, building of profes-

sional municipal cadre, devolving funds and functions to urban local bodies, review of building

bye laws, improvement in assessment and collection of municipal taxes, credit rating of urban

local bodies, energy and water audit and citizen centric urban planning. The AMRUT Mission

will be implemented in 500 cities and towns each with a population of one lakh and above. It

will also be carried out in some cities situated on stems of main rivers, a few capital cities and

important cities located in hilly areas, islands and tourist areas.

The smart city initiative planners have agenda for core infrastructure services like adequate and

clean water supply, sanitation and solid waste management, efficient urban mobility and public

transport, affordable housing for the poor, power supply, robust IT connectivity, governance,

especially-governance, security and safety of inhabitants, well developed health, education

services besides sustainable urban development. The Mission inter alia aims at achieving urban

reforms such as e-governance, building of professional municipal cadre, devolving funds and

functions to urban local bodies, review of building bye laws,

improvement in assessment and collection of municipal taxes, credit rating of urban local bod-

ies, energy and water audit and citizen centric urban planning.

A reform matrix with timelines will be circulated to states in the guidelines. Sources said the

government has already approved central funding under AMRUT to the projects sanctioned

under JNNURM and not completed. JNNURM projects relating to the urban development sanc-

tioned during 2005-2012 and achieved physical progress of fifty per cent availing 50 per cent

central assistance released and those sanctioned during 2012-2014 will be supported till March

2017. Accordingly, 102 and 296 projects will get central support for balance funding to com-

plete these projects.

“The Ball is now in the court of states & urban local bodies to take full advantage of this enthu-

siasm by being appropriately pro-active .The next 10 years are‘ Very crucial’ for rewriting our

urban landscape . We can’t afford to miss this opportunity. It is like perform or perish for the

states & urban bodies. The Clock has begun to tick.” says Mr Venkaiah Naidu.

LED bulbs
LED bulbs are slowly but steadily making inroads  in middle class families. Special stalls were

pitched recently in the government offices complex  in New Delhi and people, flaunted ID proof

and latest power bill, to purchase LED bulbs at a highly subsidised price. “For us LED bulbs is

simple mathematics. They save money on power bill ,and it should be made freely available in

markets if the government is serious in energy conservation”, said Ramadheen, a staff member

in one of the offices in nearby buildings while watching brisk sale of bulbs.  Informatively, 77

crore incandescent bulbs were sold in 2013-14 which if replaced by LEDs will result in reduction

of 20,000 MW load and energy savings of 100 billion kWh (Kilowatt hour) every year. Total

saving in electricity bills of consumers will be Rs 40,000 crore every year, considering average

tariff of  Rs 4 per kWh. Average reduction of electricity bill of consumers is pegged at Rs160-400

per year per LED ( light emitting diode).

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had launched LED based home and street lighting programme

on January 5 this year. The plan envisages to cover 100 cities by March next year and balance by

March 2019, targeting 77 crore ordinary bulbs and 3.5 crore conventional street lights. There

are 3.5 crore street lights in the country with a load of 3,400 MW which can be reduced to 1,400

MW by replacing conventional lights with LED based street lights which could lead to saving of

about 9,000 million units annually worth Rs 5,500 crore to municipalities annually.

Now 100 cities have been taken up for coverage under street lighting programme(SLP) and

domestic Lighting Programme (DELP). According to official sources, the action plan has been

drawn after deliberations with all stakeholders and a set of concrete activities to enhance the

energy savings from the current level of 6 per cent to 10 per cent by 2018, implying doubling of

the energy savings from about 60 billion kWh in 2014 to 122 billion kWh in 2018. Mr Narendra

Modi, launching the programme, described the LED bulb as a “Prakash Path–way to light.”

The scheme for LED bulb distribution is part of the domestic efficient lighting programme in

Delhi; and a National Programme for LED-based Home and Street Lighting. Coming in the way

were high price of LED, insufficient availability and lack of awareness. The service model de-

vised stipulates there is no need for upfront capital investments by ULBs( urban local bodies

).The cost  recovery will be done in installments over seven years for ULBs  and 8-12 months for

domestic consumers.

As many as 186 cities have been enrolled in the DELP programme. Work has been completed in

some places in Andhra Pradesh (Guntur,  Anantpur, Srikakulam, West Godavari) and Puducherry.

About one crore LEDs have been distributed. Distribution is in progress in Delhi, Jaipur, Ajmer,

Jodhpur, Thane, Mulund, Bhandup, Ratnagiri, Kanpur and Varanasi. Agreements with 63 cities

were signed in Andhra Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Delhi NCR and agreements with

68 more (Maharashtra, UP, AP and Himachal Pradesh) are in final stages. The  government  plans

to distribute 15 crore LEDs by March 2016. Officials say 302 ULBS have enrolled in the programme.

Work in six ULBs –Vizag, Jhalawar, Mt Abu, Pushkar, Neelimarna and Agartala has been com-

pleted with 2,07,00 street lights replacement. Installation is in progress in 88 ULBs in Delhi,

Rajasthan and AP to replace 9.3 lakh lights. Agreements with 90 municipalities is under finalisation

and 15 lakh LEDs will be installed by March next year. Amid LED bulbs replacing ordinary bulbs

and CFLs, officials giving overall power scenario, say  power generation growth was highest this

year in 20 years – 8.4%, coal production growth most in 23 years – 8.3%, and solar capacity

increased by 42%.

Officials say the accelerated pace of energy savings would be achieved by a mixture of aggres-

sive policy and regulatory actions, market based interventions and enhanced outreach. The

main areas of focus would be Buildings, Led lighting, appliances, energy intensive industries

and agriculture.

EESL (Energy Efficiency Services Limited),a joint venture company of PSUs of power ministry has

been designated as the implementing agency for both the programmes- DELP and Street lights.

It has an authorized share capital of Rs 500 crore. On financial position, officials said EESL dis-

cussions were underway for Rs.3,000 crores credit  with Asian Development Bank, German

funding agency KfW and Japan Industrial Cooperation Agency besides Rs. 700 crore line of credit

available from KfW and AfD. The equity base of EESL, which has been increased from Rs 90 crore

to Rs 500 crore, will be enhanced to Rs 1,000 crore, they added.

EESL has implemented about 92,000 street light retrofit project in Vizag and it will reduce en-

ergy consumption by 50 per cent in the Greater Vizag Municipal Corporation (GVMC) this year

in comparison to last year. Officials say the entire upfront capital of Rs 64 crore has been in-

vested by EESL and will be recovered over a period of seven years. The municipality will pay

EESL a sum of Rs 18.5 crore while its overall costs  saving would be Rs 31 crore annually.

Elaborating the service model of DELP, officials said the plan enables households to procure LED

lights at an affordable price of Rs.10 each and the balance on easy instalments from their elec-

tricity bill. DELP is under implementation in Andhra Pradesh, Delhi NCR, Rajasthan and Uttar

Pradesh. In markets, the LED lights cost Rs 300- Rs 400 but EESL is charging Rs 95-Rs 105 and it

is less than the savings of one year.

Officials say the prices were reduced from Rs 310 per bulb in January 2014 to Rs 73 in June this

year. Large scale and transparent procurement, say officials,has led to sharp decline in LED

bulbs prices. For street lights, prices have come down from Rs.137 per watt  to Rs.85 per watt.

The programme is delivering energy savings of 400 m kWh in Puducherry and AP as per the

online monitoring installed by EESL.

On the emerging scenario, Power Minister Piyush Goyal says a slew of measures were taken to

ensure 24x7 power supply round the year. Steps are under way to amend the electricity bill. The

proposed amendments seek to end the monopoly of power distribution companies by segre-

gating the carriage (distribution sector/network) from the content (electricity supply business)

in the power sector by introducing multiple supply licensees so as to bring in further competi-

tion and efficiency in the distribution sector by giving choice to the consumers.

Mr Goyal said the several “foundational initiatives” had been taken up to realise Mr Modi’s

vision of 24x7 affordable power for all. Officials say during last one year, many milestones ac-

complished include, lowest ever power deficit in India’s history – 3.6%, highest ever power

capacity addition – 22,566 MW,  maximum increase in transmission line capacity – 22,100 cir-

cuit kms, most ever addition in sub-station capacity – 66,554 MVA and highest ever coal pro-

duction increase by Coal India – 32 million tonnes.

Corruption, the officials said, was bridled with Rs 3.35 lakh crores of potential revenue going to

coal-bearing states especially in eastern India through transparent coal e-auctions and allot-

ments, over the lifespan of mines. They say E-auctions have set the basis for transparent and

“honest” allocation of natural resources. LED bulb price also reduced by 74% due to transparent

procurement (Rs. 310 in Feb 2014 to Rs. 73 in June 2015).

Future plans launched include more than five-fold increase in renewable energy capacity to

175,000 MW by 2022 (Organised Renewables Financing Conference, RE-Invest 2015 which at-

tracted commitments of 273,000 MW) and five new UMPPs (ultra mega power projects) in

plug-n-play mode(total 20,000 MW).

Other aims are reduction in peak load shortages through revival of stranded gas based power

plants through transparent e-bidding, Rs 1.09 lakh crore investment in sub-transmission and

distribution through Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY) and Integrated Power

Development Scheme (IPDS) and Rs. 1 lakh crore of new transmission projects to be bid out in

the current year.Clean energy will be prioritised with 25 solar parks of about 100 MW each

planned and a Rs 38,000 crore green energy corridor being set up to transmit renewable energy.

Highlighting the government’s focus on development of backward regions, the officials said

investment of Rs 9,865 crore was approved for upgrading power systems in eight North Eastern

states (Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura).

They said transmission line was approved with investment of Rs 26,000 crore to evacuate power

to southern region from western region.

Officials say to promote energy conservation through LED, action plan envisages higher involve-

ment of states, with thrust on places of tourism, religious and heritage sites and involvement of

private sector. On the lighting industry capacity to meet demands, officials say domestic indus-

try can manufacture 3.2 crore LED bulbs every month, and street light production is about two

lakh per month for major players. Numbers of lighting manufacturers have increased from 27 in

March this year to 68 in May. Increase in domestic demand will encourage LED chip manufac-

turers to set up facilities in India.

In the agriculture sector too, the demand side management (DSM) is scaling up. Finalisation of

projects in Karnataka and AP have been completed successfully. Project area in AP has been

identified with 3,600 pumps with segregated feeders and commercial deployment of solar agri-

culture pumps is also being examined. MoU is being signed between EESL and CPWD for imple-

mentation in 1,000 government buildings across the country. Other MoUs in the pipeline are

between Railways and EESL to implement efficiency measures in buildings and stations, among

others.

Digital India
Scaling on the optical fibre network, the country’s flagship programme of Digital India is surging

ahead with industry captains pitching in large numbers to make the ambitious plan a reality,

asserting investments will not come in the way.  On the launch day, an upbeat India Inc. pledged

over Rs 4.5 lakh crore, creating 18 lakh new jobs. Prime Minister Narendra Modi ,kicking off the

programme, has said that the government wants the nation to be self reliant in electronic goods

production and turn it into leader in cyber security and innovations.

 

Leading industrialists Cyrus Mistry, Mukesh Ambani, Anil Ambani, Kumar Mangalam Birla, Sunil

Bharti Mittal, Azim Premji and many others who have pledged millions in investments feel that

the government’s Rs.1.13 lakh crore programme would go a long way to wipe out the digital

divide besides offering a slew of digital solutions in almost all sectors, including education, health,

agriculture and administration. The programme, envisaged by Department of Electronics and

Information Technology (DeitY), with coordination of ministries of communications & Informa-

tion Technology, rural development, human resource development, health and others, will ben-

efit all states and Union territories.

The existing ongoing e-Governance initiatives would be revamped for the alignment with the

principles of Digital India. The objective of the programme is to transform the country into a

digitally empowered society and knowledge economy. It would ensure that government ser-

vices are available to citizens electronically. It also plans to usher in public accountability through

mandated delivery of government’s services electronically.

Telecom Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad said recently the impact of Digital India by 2019 would

range from broadband connectivity in all panchayats, Wi-fi in schools and universities and pub-

lic Wi-Fi hotspots. "The programme will generate huge number of IT, Telecom and Electronics

jobs, both directly and indirectly. Success of this programme will make India digitally empow-

ered and the leader in usage of IT in delivery of services related to various domains such as

health, education, agriculture, banking," he added.

Mr Prasad said that during the week long Digital India celebrations, states across the country

participated with enthusiasm which augur very well for the ambitious programme designed to

link the nation through internet connectivity. Amid growing fancy for Digital India, many profes-

sionals air scepticism whether the ubiquitous broadband will be available to them or they will

face frequent breakdowns in systems despite paying high cost for the internet connections.

Their apprehensions stem from the fact that telecom companies after paying higher cost for

the spectrum in open bidding will pass on the cost to consumers.

Once the Digital India campaign picks up steam, the net enabled services will transform the

lives of people in longrun, ending the digital divide in the society, wizards of the sector say. For

that, the government will have to fine tune its policies regarding telecom and data services to

make it cheaper and affordable. More spectrum is bound to be made available. The defence

ministry has agreed to release some spectrum per circle.but the bidding issue stares at the

sector, which feels cheaper net availability should be ensured to make the programme more

successful.

Digital India, which is a flagship programme of this government, is being executed in a mission

mode.Official sources said that the broadband connectivity to 2.5 lakh gram panchayats is also

being pursued vigorously to ensure its availability to every nook and corner.

The work on laying of the optical fibre net work has been speeded up by 30 times in last months.

National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN) will support e-governance services, telemedicine, tele

education, financial services .e-commerce and e- entertainment, and will provide non discrimi-

natory access.

Idduki district in Kerala has already become the first fully connected. However, amid all the

hype and hoopla the question remains — How will the district administration in hinterland

bridge the gap between residents of urban areas with Internet connectivity at their disposal,

though inadequate, and those living in rural areas, where the online world is yet to expand its

sway? Also, all the public services being provided in the 22 recently opened Common Service

Centres (CSCs) of the district are Internet-based and cannot function in the absence of net

connectivity. With no Internet connectivity in hilly areas, the online services at CSCs remain

ineffective.

Mr Prasad said the Modi government wants to ensure by 2019 a smart phone in the hands of

every citizen . Currently, nearly 74 per cent of the population has mobile phones, most of which

though is in the hands of urban India. "We want to ensure that all the services can be provided

through a mobile handset, especially, health, education, various government services and re-

tail," Mr Prasad said. Referring to his consultations with global corporate honchos, Mr Prasad

said companies such as American network equipment maker Cisco Systems wanted to access

benefits of cluster manufacturing. "Facebook has also expressed interest in partnering with the

government in delivering governance programmes such as e-education," he said, referring to

his meeting two months ago with the US social media company's chief operating officer Sheryl

Sandberg.

Industry analysts are of the opinion NOFN has to meet its deadline if next generation connectiv-

ity (NGN) has to become a reality soon. Government is implementing the venture through state-

run public sector units Bharat Sanchar Nigam, Power Grid Corporation and RailTel though there

were suggestions that the private sector may be roped in for faster implementation.

Common service centres in villages will serve as critical pivots around which most goods and

services will be delivered. Once connected to broadband, an entire village's requirements of

goods can be placed through these centres and people can use these facilities as one-stop shop

for all their e-needs, said a senior official at the telecom department. But for the success of

Digital India campaign, the government would rely heavily on the IT industry and their involve-

ment in process of setting up the platform for a big leap in connectivity which will ultimately

bridge the wide gap and make India a wired country.
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EMISSIONS

TRADING
Emissions trading or cap and trade is a market-based approach used to control pollution by

providing economic incentives for achieving reductions in the emissions of pollutants. Vari-

ous countries, groups of companies, and states have adopted emission trading systems as

one of the strategies for mitigating climate-change by addressing international greenhouse-

gas emission.

According to the Environmental Defense Fund, cap and trade is the most environmentally

and economically sensible approach to controlling greenhouse gas emissions, the primary

driver of global warming. The "cap" sets a limit on emissions, which is lowered over time to

reduce the amount of pollutants released into the atmosphere. The "trade" creates a market

for carbon allowances, helping companies innovate in order to meet, or come in under, their

allocated limit. The less they emit, the less they pay, so it is in their economic incentive to

pollute less.

A central authority (usually a governmental body) sets a limit or cap on the amount of a

pollutant that may be emitted. The limit or cap is allocated and/or sold by the central author-

ity to firms in the form of emissions permits which represent the right to emit or discharge a

specific volume of the specified pollutant. Permits (and possibly also derivatives of permits)

can then be traded on secondary markets. For example, the EU ETS trades primarily in Euro-

pean Union Allowances (EUAs), the Californian scheme in California Carbon Allowances, the

New Zealand scheme in New Zealand Units and the Australian scheme in Australian Units.

Firms are required to hold a number of permits (or allowances or carbon credits) equivalent

to their emissions. The total number of permits cannot exceed the cap, limiting total emis-

sions to that level. Firms that need to increase their volume of emissions must buy permits

from those who require fewer permits.

The transfer of permits is referred to as a "trade". In effect, the buyer is paying a charge for

polluting, while the seller gains a reward for having reduced emissions. Thus, in theory, those

who can reduce emissions most cheaply will do so, achieving the pollution reduction at the

lowest cost to society.

There are active trading programs in several air pollutants. For greenhouse gases the largest

is the European Union Emission Trading Scheme, whose purpose is to avoid dangerous cli-

mate change. Cap and trade provides the private sector with the flexibility required to re-

duce emissions while stimulating technological innovation and economic growth. The United

States has a national market to reduce acid rain and several regional markets in nitrogen

oxides.

For emissions trading where greenhouse gases are regulated, one emissions permit or allow-

ance is considered equivalent to one metric ton of carbon dioxide (CO
2
) emissions. Other

names for emissions permits are carbon credits, Kyoto units, assigned amount units, and

Certified Emission Reduction units (CER). These permits or units can be sold privately or in

the international market at the prevailing market price. These trade and settle internation-

ally and hence allow allowances to be transferred between countries. Each international trans-

fer is validated by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).

Each transfer of ownership within the European Union is additionally validated by the Euro-

pean Commission.

Emissions trading programmes such as the European Union Emissions Trading System (EU

ETS) complement the country-to-country trading provided for in the Kyoto Protocol by per-

mitting private party trading of emissions permits. Under such programmes – which are gen-

erally co-ordinated with the national emissions targets provided within the framework of the

Kyoto Protocol – a national or international authority allocates emissions permits to indi-

vidual companies based on established criteria, with a view to meeting national and/or re-

gional Kyoto targets at the lowest overall economic cost.

Trading exchanges have been established to provide a spot market in permits, as well as

futures and options market to help discover a market price and maintain liquidity. Carbon

prices are normally quoted in euros per tonne of carbon dioxide or its equivalent (CO
2
e).

Other greenhouse gases can also be traded, but are quoted as standard multiples of carbon

dioxide with respect to their global warming potential. These features reduce the quota's

financial impact on business, while ensuring that the quotas are met at a national and inter-

national level.

Currently there are six exchanges trading in UNFCCC related carbon credits: the Chicago Cli-

mate Exchange (until 2010), European Climate Exchange, NASDAQ OMX Commodities Eu-

rope, PowerNext, Commodity Exchange Bratislava and the European Energy Exchange.

NASDAQ OMX Commodities Europe listed a contract to trade offsets generated by a CDM

carbon project called Certified Emission Reductions. Many companies now engage in emis-

sions abatement, offsetting, and sequestration programs to generate credits that can be sold

on one of the exchanges. At least one private electronic market has been established in 2008:

CantorCO2e. Carbon credits at Commodity Exchange Bratislava are traded at special plat-

form - Carbon place.

Trading in emission permits is one of the fastest-growing segments in financial services in the

City of London with a market estimated to be worth about •30 billion in 2007. Louis Redshaw,

head of environmental markets at Barclays Capital, predicts that "Carbon will be the world's

biggest commodity market, and it could become the world's biggest market overall."

Excellencies,

Mahatma Gandhi had once said, “One must

care about the world one will not see”. Indeed,

humanity has progressed when it has collec-

tively risen to its obligation to the world and

responsibility to the future.

Seventy years after the end of a tragic war and

birth of a new hope for our age, we are meet-

ing to chart a course for our humanity and our

planet. I consider this a very important sum-

mit and thank UN Secretary General for orga-

nizing it.

Just as our vision behind the Agenda 2030 is

lofty, our goals are comprehensive. It gives pri-

ority to the problems that have endured

through the past decades. And, it reflects our

evolving understanding of the social, economic

and environmental linkages that define our

lives.

We live in an age of unprecedented prosper-

ity, but also unspeakable deprivation around

the world.

I am pleased that elimination of poverty in all

forms everywhere is at the top of our goals.

Addressing the needs of 1.3 billion poor people

in the world is not merely a question of their

survival and dignity or our moral responsibil-

ity. It is a vital necessity for ensuring peaceful,

sustainable and just world.

A great Indian thinker, Pandit Deen Dayal

Upadhyay, placed the welfare of the poorest

at the centre of his thoughts. This is what we

also see in the 2030 Agenda. It is a happy coin-

cidence that we are beginning the celebration

of Pandit Deen Dayal Upadhyay’s 100th anni-

versary today.

The goals recognize that economic growth, in-

dustrialization, infrastructure, and access to

energy provide the foundations of develop-

ment.

We welcome the prominence given to environ-

mental goals, especially climate change and

sustainable consumption. The distinct goal on

ocean ecosystem reflects the unique charac-

ter of its challenges and opportunities. Equally

important, it focuses our attention on the fu-

ture of the island states.

I speak about Blue Revolution, which includes

the prosperity, sustainable use of marine

wealth and blue skies.

Today, much of India’s development agenda is

mirrored in the Sustainable Development

Goals.

Since Independence, we have pursued the

dream of eliminating poverty from India. We

have chosen the path of removing poverty by

empowering the poor. We have placed prior-

ity on education and skill development.

Our attack on poverty today includes expanded

conventional schemes of development, but we

have also launched a new era of inclusion and

empowerment, turning distant dreams into

immediate possibilities: new bank accounts for

180 million; direct transfer of benefits; funds

to the unbanked; insurance within the reach

of all; and, pension for everyone's sunset years.

The world speaks of private sector and public

sector. In India, we have defined a new per-

sonal sector of individual enterprise, micro

enterprises and micro finance, drawing also on

the strength of digital and mobile applications.

We are focusing on the basics: housing, power,

water and sanitation for all – important not just

for welfare, but also human dignity. These are

goals with a definite date, not just a mirage of

hope. Our development is intrinsically linked

to empowerment of women and it begins with

a massive programme on educating the girl

child that has become every family’s mission.

We are making our farms more productive and

better connected to markets; and, farmers less

vulnerable to the whims of nature.

We are reviving our manufacturing, improving

our services sector, investing on an unprec-

edented scale in infrastructure; and, making

our cities smart, sustainable and engines of

progress.

We are committed to a sustainable path to

prosperity. It comes from the natural instinct

of our tradition and culture. But, it is also

rooted firmly in our commitment to the future.

We represent a culture that calls our planet

Mother Earth.

As our ancient text say: "Keep pure! For the

Earth is our mother! And we are her children!"

Our national plans are ambitious and purpose-

ful: new capacity of 175 GW of renewable en-

ergy over the next seven years; energy effi-

ciency; a tax on coal; a huge afforestation

programme; reforming our transportation;

and, cleaning up our cities and rivers. The en-

ergy intensity of our growth will continue to

decline.

Sustainable development of one-sixth of hu-

manity will be of great consequence to the

world and our beautiful planet. It will be a

world of fewer challenges and greater hope;

and, more confident of its success.

Our success will give us more resources to

share with our friends. As India’s ancient say-

ing goes, the wise look at the world as one fam-

ily.

Today, India is fulfilling its responsibilities as

development partners in Asia and Africa and

with small island states from the Pacific to the

Atlantic.

Nations have a national responsibility for sus-

tainable development. They also need policy

space.

However, we are here today in the United Na-

tions because we all believe that international

partnership must be at the centre of our ef-

forts, whether it is development or combating

climate change.

And, the principle of common but differenti-

ated responsibilities is the bedrock of our col-

lective enterprise.

When we speak only of climate change, there

is a perception of our desire to secure the com-

forts of our lifestyle. When we speak of climate

justice, we demonstrate our sensitivity and

resolve to secure the future of the poor from

the perils of natural disasters.

In addressing climate change, it is important

to focus on solutions that can help us reach

our goals. We should forge a global public part-

nership to harness technology, innovation and

finance to put affordable clean and renewable
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energy within the reach of all.

Equally, we must look for changes in our

lifestyles that would make us less dependent

on energy and more sustainable in our con-

sumption.

It is equally critical to launch a global educa-

tion programme that prepares our next gen-

eration to protect and conserve Nature.

I hope that the Developed World will fulfil its

financing commitments for development and

climate change, without in any way putting

both under the same head!

I also hope that the Technology Facilitation

Mechanism will turn technology and innova-

tion into an effective instrument for global

public good, not just private returns.

As we see now, distance is no insulation from

challenges. And, they can rise from the shad-

ows of conflict and privations from distant

lands.

So, we must transform international partner-

ships on the strength of solidarity with fellow

human beings and also our enlightened self-

interest.

And, we must also reform the United Nations,

including its Security Council, so that it carries

greater credibility and legitimacy and will be

more representative and effective in achiev-

ing our goals.

There is no cause greater than shaping a world,

in which every life that enters it can look to a

future of security, opportunity and dignity; and,

where we leave our environment in better

shape for the next generation. And, no cause

that is more challenging.

At 70, we are called to rise to that challenge,

with our wisdom, experience, generosity, com-

passion, skills and technology.

I am confident that we can.

In the end, let me express my hope for

everyone’s well with a few lines from our an-

cient texts:

May all be happy, may all be healthy, may all

see welfare, may no one have any sorrow.

Thank you.

PM Narendra Modi's Silicon Valley visit
Looking to raise his country's profile on the glo-

bal stage, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is

swinging through Silicon Valley this weekend,

the first Indian head of state to visit California

in three decades.

Modi is looking to deepen ties with the U.S.

technology sector as he pushes to grow India's

digital economy.

His six-day visit to the USA, his second as prime

minister, begins Thursday in New York where

Modi will address a United Nations session on

sustainable development. Then he heads west,

where he will meet with influential Indian

Americans in the tech community and will call

on business leaders whose companies want to

invest in India.

Modi will pay a visit to Google headquarters in

Mountain View, Calif. and Tesla Motors in Fre-

mont, Calif. On Sunday morning he will take

part in a question-and-answer session with

Mark Zuckerberg on Facebook's Menlo Park,

Calif., campus. He'll attend a "Digital India Tech-

nology Dinner" in San Jose on Saturday night

that will be emceed by Adobe CEO Shantanu

Narayen. And he will address a sold-out sta-

dium in San Jose during an event showcasing

the innovations of Indian start-ups.

Modi sees technology as vital to bringing more

economic growth to India. He has launched an

ambitious set of  "Digital India" initiatives to

create more tech jobs, increase electronics

manufacturing, expand Internet access to

thousands of Indian villages and develop mo-

bile apps to improve government services.

Some of those efforts have raised concerns

about digital privacy, a faint echo of the con-

cerns that swirled around China's President Xi

Jinping's visit with U.S. tech leaders this week.

Modi is capitalizing on growing interest and

investment by global investors in Indian start-

ups. His visit also affords Facebook and Google

the opportunity to press him on issues such as

India's unreliable infrastructure, slow Internet

speeds, bureaucratic

red tape and confus-

ing tax laws, all of

which have slowed in-

vestment. Both tech

giants are blocked in

China, making access

to India, the world's

second most popu-

lous country with 1.3

billion people, vital to

their global expansion

plans.

"This trip is very his-

toric and very timely,"

says Aarthi

Ramamurthy, founder

and chief executive of

Lumoid, a San Fran-

cisco company that

runs a try-before-you-

buy service for con-

sumer electronics.

"This is the right time for the prime minister to

come here and seek investment. He is priori-

tizing and focusing on tech and how both In-

dia and the U.S. can mutually benefit each

other."

Modi, who took office 16 months ago on a pro-

business platform, has many friends  among

U.S. tech companies, where Indian Americans

such as Microsoft's Satya Nadella and Google's

Sundar Pichai have scaled to the top of the tech

world.

"I think he wants to strengthen relationships

with Silicon Valley and bring tech to India," says

Shruti Gandhi, managing partner at Array Ven-

tures. "He knows that tech is a good sector for

growth."

India is expected to become the world's fast-

est growing economy by 2017, according to the

World Bank. The digital economy is expected

to be a big part of that growth. India has more

than 350 million Internet users and that num-

ber is expected to grow swiftly as more people

use mobile devices to go online.

"There is a lot that is going to happen in the

next one to two to three to four years. We are

going to see more and more startups start in

India that cater first to the Indian market and

then expand internationally," Ramamurthy says.

With his participation in a town hall-style ses-

sion at Facebook with Zuckerberg that will be

aired on prime time television in India, Modi

will only increase his profile and popularity on

social media. He has 30 million likes on his

Facebook page and more than 15 million fol-

lowers on Twitter.

"We will discuss some global issues and issues

relating to India, particularly on the economy

and society," Modi said in a Facebook post

about the question-and-answer session that

will be streamed live on the Web.

Zuckerberg said the pair will "discuss how com-

munities can work together to address social

and economic challenges."

Modi’s trip to Silicon Valley isn't popular with

everyone. His Silicon Valley stops are expected

to be dogged by protests from groups that want

to draw attention to their concerns about his

politics.

More than 100 academics from major Ameri-

can universities sent an open letter to tech-

nology executives warning them not to sup-

port his "Digital India" initiatives, saying the

initiatives lack privacy protections and could

harm the rights of Indians. They also accused

Modi's government of cracking down on advo-

cacy groups and harassing scholars and critics.

Others critics want to highlight allegations

Modi did not stop religious riots that killed at

least 1,000 people, mostly minority Muslims,

while he was running the Gujarat state in 2002.

Suraj S. Rajput
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Law Commission submits

report on prevention of

foreign bribery
The Law Commission of India submitted a report on „Prevention of Bribery of Foreign Public

Officials and Officials of Public International Organisations? to the Law Ministry on August 27,

2015. This report examines the provisions of the draft Prevention of Bribery of Foreign Public

Officials and Officials of Public International Organisations Bill, 2015 which was referred to the

Commission by the Law Ministry in July 2015. This draft Bill criminalises the act of giving and

taking of bribes in relation to foreign public officials and officials of public international

organisations.

The draft Bill seeks to give effect to provisions of the United Nations Convention against Corrup-

tion (UNCAC), 2003, which India has signed and ratified. The UNCAC addresses corruption re-

lated offences including domestic and foreign bribery.

Key recommendations of the Law Commission, in relation to the draft Bill, 2015, include:

Applicability of the Bill: The Bill should only be applicable to acts of bribery that occur (i) within

India, or (ii) on board an aircraft or ship registered in India, or (iii) outside India by a citizen or

permanent resident of India, or a corporate body that is incorporated in India.

Defences and exceptions: The Bill should have a specific provision that provides the defences

and exceptions available to an accused person under the law against foreign bribery. Defences

and exceptions will include: (i) paying for reasonable work related expenditures like travel and

lodging incurred by a foreign official, and (ii) paying for routine duties or functions of a foreign

official such as issuance of licenses or processing of official documents.

Green Highways: An Initiative

Towards Sustainable

Development
For Highway projects to be environmentally sustainable, it is necessary that the natural re-

sources lost in the process of Highway construction are restored in one way or the other. This

requires that ecological needs are taken into consideration from the stage of project planning

and designing to its execution. The Highways developed as green corridors not only sustain

biodiversity and regenerate natural habitat but also benefit all stakeholders, from road users to

local communities and spur eco-friendly economic growth and development.

The NDA Government has given a deep thought to this aspect and the Ministry of Road Trans-

port & Highways has framed Green Highways (Plantation, Transplantation, Beautification &

Maintenance) Policy-2015. The vision is to develop eco-friendly National Highways with partici-

pation of the community, farmers, NGOs, private   sector,   institutions,   government agencies

and  the  Forest  Department.

India has a total 46.99 lakh kms of road length and out of which over 96214 kms are National

Highways, accounting 2% of total road length. The Highways carry about 40% of the traffic load.

The Ministry has decided to develop all of existing National Highways and 40,000 kms of addi-

tional roads in the next few years as Green Highways.

The objective is to reduce the impacts of air pollution and dust as trees and shrubs along the

Highways act as natural sink for air pollutants and arrest soil erosion at the embankment slopes.

Plants along highway median strips and along the edges reduce the glare of oncoming vehicles

which sometimes become cause of accidents. The community involvement in tree plantation

directly benefits local people by generating employment. The Panchayats, NGOs and other Self

Help Groups (SHGs) will be involved in the process of planting and maintenance. The plant

species selected will be region specific depending on local conditions such as rainfall, climate

type of soil etc. For example at some places soil conditions may suit for plantation of Jamun or

mango trees while at other places plants and grasses can be grown to derive biomass. Wher-

ever possible, transplantation of existing trees will be given preference while widening the

roads.

The policy aims at changing the whole process for the avenue plantation and landscape im-

provement. Earlier, the land needed for these activities was not considered during the Detailed

Project report (DPR) stage. Now the new policy has recommended that the requirement of land

for tree plantation should be included in the Land Acquisition Plans prepared by the DPR con-

sultants. This move will help in pre-planning of the plantation activities and the space required

for the same, so that there is a systematic plan before the construction of National Highways.

One percent of the civil cost of the road projects will be for developing green corridors.

In the new policy, the provisions about the responsibilities attached have also been clearly

defined. Now it will be the responsibility of the planting agency to ensure that the condition of

the site is good enough for the successful establishment of grasses. The planting agency is re-

quired to supervise all field operations like preparation of surface, sowing of seeds or saplings

and quality of planting material used.

The monitoring of the plantation status has been included as an integral part of the policy. The

Monitoring Agency will monitor progress of planting and status of plantations on continuous

basis. This agency shall carry out the site visit for field verification in respect of survival, growth

and size of plantation and maintenance of the same. The monitoring Agency will conduct per-

formance audit of executing agencies  for  various  projects  on  an  Annual  basis  and  award of

new contracts to the agencies will be decided based on their past performance.

The plantations and its maintenance may be taken up through outsourcing   following   bidding

process   as per   standard   protocol   of procurement of Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

(MoRTH) and its agencies for the stretch/ROW not declared as protected forest under Forest

Conservation (Act) 1980.  The MoRTH/NHAI will appoint the authorised agency for empanelment

of Plantation Agencies. Only empaneled agencies will be allowed to bid for planting work on the

National Highways.

The new policy has given a new insight to the process of development. It gives answer to the

question whether the development process is putting our environment and natural resources

into danger.  Such initiatives taken by the Government indicate that the process of develop-

ment is not exclusive of environment protection. The development can be sustainable when

systematic and conscious decisions are taken.

The policy when implemented in letter and spirit will result into India being a “Nation with

Natural Highways”. It will address the issues that lie in the “road of development” and pave “a

journey towards sustainable development”.

It is the onus of the communities involved in the path of development that they also participate

in the process of protection of nature. The Government can frame policies, provide standards,

but success of projects depends on strong monitoring which is not possible without active com-

munity participation and community ownership.

Ministry of Urban

Development announces 98

cities to be developed under

Smart Cities Mission
The Minister of Urban Development announced the list of cities and towns selected under the

Smart Cities Mission on August 27, 2015. The selected cities account for about 35% of the

country’s urban population.

These cities and towns were nominated by their respective states and Union Territories at the

end of the first stage of the “City Challenge” competition. The cities were evaluated on the basis

of their financial and institutional capacities. The cities include: (i) 24 capital cities, (ii) 24 busi-

ness and industrial centres, (iii) 18 cities of cultural and tourism importance, (iv) five port cities,

and (v) three educational and healthcare hubs. The selected cities will have to prepare city level

Smart City Plans, which will be evaluated in the second stage of the competition. 20 cities will

be selected in the second round and will receive financing this financial year. The cities selected

in the second stage of competition will be provided with central assistance of Rs.200 crore in

the first year followed by Rs.100 crore each year for the next three years.

305 cities identified for

building houses under the

Housing for All scheme
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation has identified 305 cities and towns in

nine states to implement the Housing for All scheme.  15 states have signed a Memorandum of

Agreement with the Ministry to implement the six mandatory reforms under the scheme.

The six mandatory reforms include:

n Prepare or amend the Master Plans earmarking land for affordable housing.

n Remove the requirement of a separate non agricultural permission in case the land marked

for affordable housing falls in the residential zone in the city?s Master Plan.

n Put in place a single-window-time bound clearance system for layout approvals and build-

ing permissions.

n Do away with approvals below certain built up area/ plot size for housing for economically

weaker sections and low income groups.

n Amend existing rent laws or propose new laws on the lines of the Model Tenancy Act

circulated by the Ministry.

n Provide additional Floor Area Ratio/Floor Space Index/Transferable Development Rights

and relax density norms for slum redevelopment and low cost housing.

The central government will provide assistance in the range of Rs 1- 2.3 lakh per house under

different components of the scheme.

Standing Committee submits

report on the National

Waterways Bill, 2015
The Standing Committee on Transport, Tourism and Culture submitted a report on the National

Waterways Bill, 2015 on August 12, 2015. The Bill identifies 101 new waterways in the country

as national waterways, and specifies the extent of development to be undertaken regarding

each waterway. Key observations and recommendations of the Committee include:

n Many of the proposed national waterways do not have sufficient water levels throughout

the year as they are rain-fed rivers. This should be addressed during the time of techno-

economic feasibility study.

n Developmental works on some of the existing national waterways are not satisfactory due

to lack of timely financial sanctions. Sufficient financial allocations should be made at ap-

propriate times for the projects proposed in the Bill.

n While national waterways, as declared by Parliament, is on the Union List of the Constitu-

tion, water (includes irrigation and canals) is on the State List. Therefore, the central gov-

ernment must make suitable provisions in the Bill to ensure that states can continue to use

their water rights as provided in the Constitution.

n A special cell may be created with the consent of the heads of the concerned Ministries.

This cell will help obtain all clearances without any hindrances.

n The Bill should be in consonance with the Interlinking of Rivers programme.

"Blood Moon"
Rare supermoon eclipse should bring wonder, not apocalypse

On Sunday (27th September) night and early Monday morning, much of the Earth will witness a

glorious heavenly event. The night of September 27-28 will showcase a lunar eclipse coupled

with a "supermoon": a full moon that appears larger because it's at perigee, the closest point of

its orbit with Earth. The concurrence is relatively rare, having not happened since 1982.

Though some observers are viewing the date with fear -- calling the eclipse a "blood moon" --

for astronomers and stargazers, the event is to be welcomed with celebration.

"It's a beautiful sight in the nighttime sky," said Mark Hammergren, an astronomer at Chicago's

Adler Planetarium. "It's a way of connecting us to the universe at large. It gives us this view

that there's a bigger picture than just what we're concerned with in our daily lives."

The entire eclipse, from first shadow to last, will be visible from most of the Americas -- includ-

ing the eastern half of the United States -- Greenland, Western Europe, western Africa north of

the equator and parts of Antarctica. Other portions of the world, including western North

America, the rest of Europe and Africa and a swath of western Asia, will see most of the drama,

though they'll miss the first or fading bites of the moon.

A supermoon is the coincidence of a full moon or a new moon with the closest approach the

Moon makes to the Earth on its elliptical orbit, resulting in the largest apparent size of the lunar

disk as seen from Earth. The technical name is the perigee-syzygy of the Earth-Moon-Sun sys-

tem. The term "supermoon" is not astronomical, but originated in modern astrology. The asso-

ciation of the Moon with both oceanic and crustal tides has led to claims that the supermoon

phenomenon may be associated with increased risk of events such as earthquakes and volcanic

eruptions, but the evidence of such a link is widely held to be unconvincing.

The most recent occurrence was on September 28, 2015. The opposite phenomenon, an apo-

gee-syzygy, has been called a micromoon, though this term is not as widespread as supermoon.

A lunar eclipse occurs when the Moon passes directly behind the Earth into its umbra (shadow).

This can occur only when the sun, Earth and moon are aligned (in "syzygy") exactly, or very

closely so, with the Earth in the middle. Hence, a lunar eclipse can occur only the night of a full

moon. The type and length of an eclipse depend upon the Moon's location relative to its orbital

nodes.

Unlike a solar eclipse, which can be viewed only from a certain relatively small area of the

world, a lunar eclipse may be viewed from anywhere on the night side of the Earth. A lunar

eclipse lasts for a few hours, whereas a total solar eclipse lasts for only a few minutes at any

given place, due to the smaller size of the Moon's shadow. Also unlike solar eclipses, lunar

eclipses are safe to view without any eye protection or special precautions, as they are dimmer

than the full moon.

10 Things to Know About the Rare 'Supermoon' Lunar Eclipse Tonight

Following are the 10 things to know about the rare 'supermoon' eclipse :

n The 'blood moon' will be the result of the Sun, Earth and a larger-than-life, extra-bright

Moon lining up for just over an hour from 0211 GMT. If skies are clear, the phenomenon

will be visible from North and South America, Europe, Africa and parts of West Asia and the

eastern Pacific.

n The Moon will be at its closest orbital point to Earth, called perigee, while also in its bright-

est phase.

n The resulting 'supermoon' will look 30 per cent brighter and 14 times larger than when at

apogee, the farthest point - which is about 49,800 kilometres from perigee.

n Unusually, Earth will take position in a straight line between the Moon and the Sun, blot-

ting out the direct sunlight that usually makes the Moon glow whitish-yellow.

n But some light will still creep around the Earth's edges and be filtered through its atmo-

sphere, casting an eerie red light that creates the "blood moon".

n The Moon travels to a similar position every month, but the tilt of its orbit means it nor-

mally passes above or below the Earth's shadow - so most months have a full moon minus

eclipse.

n It has been more than 30 years since a supermoon combined with a lunar eclipse. The next

total lunar eclipse will not be until 2018. The next supermoon-lunar eclipse combination

will not happen until 2033.

n Unlike a solar eclipse, which creates the impression of a bright "ring" of light as the Moon

passes before our star, there is no danger in watching Monday's lunar spectacle with the

naked eye, the experts say.

n Because the moon is not perfectly round, its distance from Earth varies by about 49,900

km as it circles around the planet every 27 days.

n At its closest point the moon comes as close as 363,104 kilometres from Earth. At the most

distant point, the moon is 406,696 kilometres away.

France announces first air

strikes on Islamic State in

Syria
France has fired its first airstrikes in Syria as it expands military operations against Islamic State

extremists, President Francois Hollande's office announced on September 27, 2015. The office

said that "France has hit Syria" based on information from French reconnaissance flights sent

earlier this month. It didn't provide any further details.

France has been firing airstrikes on IS extremists in Iraq as part of the US-led coalition since last

year, but had resisted airstrikes in Syria because it didn't want to strengthen President Bashar

Assad. Hollande announced a change in strategy earlier this month because of growing concern

about the Syrian refugee crisis.

The president's office argued Sunday that it was a question of national defense, as France has

been attacked and threatened by extremists claiming ties to IS.

Hollande, heading to the UN General Assembly, also stressed the importance of seeking a politi-

cal solution for Syria.

"More than ever the urgency is putting in place a political transition," including elements of the

opposition and Assad's regime, Hollande said.

France has remained opposed however to recent diplomatic suggestions of allowing Assad to

stay in power for a limited time.

While no specifics were provided about the location or timing of the airstrikes, French military

officials have said they would target IS training and logistical sites, according to French media

reports.

The French government has insisted that while it is part of the US-led coalition, France is decid-

ing who and what to hit independently.

Hollande announced Sept. 7 that France would start airstrikes, days after the photo of a dead 3-

year-old Syrian boy galvanized public concern about Syrian refugees.

In his statement Sunday, Hollande said: "Civilian populations must be protected from all forms

of violence, that of IS and other terrorist groups but also the murderous bombardments of

Bashar Assad."
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India's Own Ecosystem of

Startup Evolving Rapidly: PM

Modi
SAN JOSE:  Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said India's own ecosystem of startup is evolving

rapidly which is driven by energy, enterprise and innovation of youth.

India now has the institutions, incentives and interest for new ventures, PM Modi said yester-

day at an event organised by NASSCOM, also attended by LinkedIn co-founder Reid Hoffman.

"India's own ecosystem of startups is evolving rapidly. It is driven by the energy, enterprise and

innovation of our youth. We have a huge market with rapid growth and untapped opportunities

in every sector," PM Modi said at the startup event in Silicon Valley.

He said it is natural for India to hold its first overseas start up event in the Silicon Valley. India

and the US have a natural partnership of innovation and technology that has shaped the knowl-

edge economy.

"We have incubators, accelerators and investors willing to back an idea and assume risks. India

has woken up to the potential of Startup Ventures with great enthusiasm and energy. In the

past few years, they have grown exponentially," PM Modi said, while expressing confidence

that it would start a new revolution of employment, entrepreneurship and growth in India.

Before the event, 40 startups each from India and the US had a India-US Konnect 2015 event

organised in collaboration with TiE Silicon Valley and IIM Ahmedabad's CIIE India.

"We have here an outstanding group of Startups from India.

They are applying technology to transform healthcare, education, agriculture, clean energy,

security, financial inclusion of the poor and access to clean water," PM Modi said.

"Our Startups represent not just commercial success stories, but are powerful examples of so-

cial innovation," he said, adding that pace at which people in India are taking to digital technol-

ogy defies stereotypes of age, education, language and income.

There are nearly a billion people with cell phones in India; smart phones and internet users are

in hundred millions, growing at high double digits, PM Modi said.

"This is the vision and the spirit behind Digital India, to use technology to transform gover-

nance, empower our citizens, eliminate barriers to opportunities, deepen social change, impart

scale and speed to development, improve delivery of services, design affordable products for

the poor, customise services for specific groups, and build a more sustainable future for our

planet," he said.

Observing that PM Modi sees startups, not as short term investments but as long term commit-

ments, PM Modi said the application and enterprise is limited only by imagination.

"We have here today our Department of Space that provides free data on its portal. In the

course of past few months, we have put together 170 applications of space technology in gov-

ernance and development," he said.

"Many of these could become the vehicles of new ventures in India.

But, it is not just about the opportunities generated on the digital platform and advanced sci-

ence by urban enterprises," the Prime Minister said.

"I want to see the idea and the spirit of Startups light up the economies and the fortunes of

people in rural India.

From handicrafts to tourism, the frontiers of possibilities and the scale of reach in India is im-

mense," he said.

"I want this especially for our rural women, who have shown marvellous success in enterprise,

whenever they have had opportunity. They transform not only our rural economy, but also our

society," PM Modi added.

Astrosat, India's first

dedicated space observatory,

to be launched at 10 am today
Astrosat, India's first dedicated space observatory, will be launched on Monday (September 28,

2015) at 10 AM from the spaceport of Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. It is aimed at studying

celestial objects.

PSLV-C30 carrying Astrosat along with six other co-passengers, one satellite each from Indone-

sia and Canada, and four nanosatellites from the US.

Mission Readiness Review (MRR) committee and Launch Authorisation Board (LAB) that met on

September 25 had cleared the launch of PSLV-C30.

Commenting on the launch, Indian Space Research Organisation Chairman AS Kiran Kumar had

recently said, "What it means for India is this: it is one of the first scientific missions which will

be available to the Indian researcher community as an observation opportunity. This is a start-

ing point for such things."

Astrosat is India's first dedicated multi-wavelength space observatory. This scientific satellite

mission endeavours for a more detailed understanding of our universe.

One of the unique features of Astrosat mission is that it enables the simultaneous multi-wave-

length observations of various astronomical objects with a single satellite, ISRO said.

Astrosat will observe the universe in optical, ultraviolet, low and high energy X-ray regions of

the electromagnetic spectrum, whereas most other scientific satellites are capable of observ-

ing a narrow range of wavelength band.

Astrosat with a lift-off mass of about 1513 kg will be launched into a 650 km orbit inclined at an

angle of 6 deg to the equator by PSLV-C30.

According to ISRO, after injection into Orbit, the two solar panels of ASTROSAT will automati-

cally deployed in quick succession. The spacecraft control centre at Mission Operations Com-

plex (MOX) of ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and Command Network (ISTRAC) at Bengaluru will man-

age the satellite during its mission life.

ISRO said the scientific objectives of Astrosat mission are to understand high energy processes

in binary star systems containing neutron stars and black holes, to estimate magnetic fields of

neutron stars and to study star birth regions and high energy processes in star systems lying

beyond our galaxy.

The mission is also to detect new briefly bright X-ray sources in the sky and to perform a limited

deep field survey of the universe in the ultraviolet region.

Astrosat scheduled for five years of flight carries four X-ray payloads, one UV telescope and a

charge particle monitor.

Apart from ISRO, four other Indian institutions - Tata Institute of Fundamental Research, Indian

Institute of Astrophysics, Inter-University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics and Raman

Research Institute-are involved in payload development.

PM Modi Ends Silicon Valley Tour
California has the largest population of non-resident Indians in the US, with

a heavy concentration of them in the Bay Area.

As in the Madison Square Garden even in New York last year, the Prime

Minister will address the people from a rotating stage.

Hours earlier, PM Modi attended a Townhall at the Facebook headquarters,

where, answering a question from Mark Zuckerberg, he broke down as he

talked about the hardships his mother had endured.

"Everyone agrees India is the fastest growing economy. Today we are an

eight trillion dollar economy and my dream is to become a 20 trillion dollar

economy," the Prime Minister said.

Mr Zuckerberg said, "It is fitting that the leader of the world's largest de-

mocracy is setting an example of how to connect with the people". "We

had a great discussion about India's future, the value of social media and

the importance of family," he posted on Facebook after the event.

At the Google headquarters, PM Modi said, "Technology has become a huge

power for democracy. And I can see the benefits of this technology through

the Narendra Modi app."

Google CEO Sundar Pichai talked about the transformation in technology

as he grew up in India and said, "India was the first country where Chrome

became the No. 1 browser." He announced 11 new languages on Android

next month, including PM Modi's mother tongue Gujarati.

The Prime Minister also attended a roundtable on renewable energy and addressed the Startup-Konnect programme to showcase India's start-up ecosystem to potential partners in Silicon

Valley. He also launched the Bharat Fund, which, he said, "stands not just for India, but also for better health, agri, renewables & tech" and will provide seed funding to Indian entrepreneurs.

Last night PM Modi met the world's top tech chiefs, including India-born Satya Nadella of Microsoft and Mr Pichai, sharing his plans for Digital India at a massive event at Silicon Valley, followed

by dinner with 350 business leaders.

PM Modi at Google

Headquarters
Prime Minister Narendra Modi reached the Google campus in Silicon Valley and met CEO Sundar

Pichai following a townhall at Facebook headquarters. PM Modi viewed four critical projects

during his visit. After the digital tour, PM Modi interacted with the Google employees and ad-

dressed 'Code 4 India Hackathon'

Following are the highlights of the session:

n We should encourage Hackathon culture in India.

n You are sacrificing your night's sleep for a noble cause.

n I am grateful to Sundar and Google.

n Today people spend most time on technology.

n Sometimes I joke that birth of technology happened to save time. But the exact opposite

happened.

n When a child asks for milk, his mother says wait I have to send a WhatsApp message.

n I can see the benefits of the technology through the NaMo app.

n But this is just the beginning, I am sure we will find our footing

n Technology has become a huge power for democracy.

n I am grateful to all of you.

n I hope what you are doing will help the poor in India.

n Sundar Pichai: We are so excited to bring connectivity to India in more places. Our "Access

& Energy Team" has partnered with Indian Railways to bring connectivity to India in rail-

way stations.

n Sundar Pichai: We are starting with 100 of the busiest railway stations, we hope to expand

it to 400 stations by the end of next year.

Pichai Sundararajan, better known as Sundar Pichai, is a technology executive who is Product

Chief at Google Inc. Pichai was announced as the next Chief Executive Officer of Google on

August 10, 2015. Pichai was born in Madras (now Chennai), Tamil Nadu, India in 1972 to Tamil

parents Lakshmi and Regunatha Pichai. His father, Regunatha Pichai, was a senior electrical

engineer for the British conglomerate General Electric Company (GEC) and managed a factory

that made electrical components. Sundar grew up in a two-room apartment on 46th Street, 7th

Avenue, in Ashok Nagar, Madras.

One Rank, One Pension

(OROP)
One Rank, One Pension(OROP), or same pension, for same rank, for same length of service,

irrespective of the date of retirement” was the basis for determining the pension and benefits

of Indian Armed Forces till 1973, when it was terminated by the Indian Ministry of Defence

(MOD), in an "ex-parte" decision, during the tenure of the Indira Gandhi led Indian National

Congress. The termination of OROP, and drastic decrease in Armed Forces soldiers pension from

70 percent to 37 percent of last pay drawn, two years after 1971 Bangladesh war, caused dis-

quiet in the Indian Armed Forces and, since 2008, has been cause of public appeals and pro-

tests, and hunger strikes by Armed Forces Veterans, overwhelming majority of whom retire

before they are forty years old.

Against the background of four decades of unsuccessful attempts by Armed Forces veterans for

implementation of OROP, the UPA Government, in 2008, during the tenure of ManMohan Singh

as Prime Minister, while disregarding OROP for the armed forces, granted OROP to present, and

future civil Servants, in perpetuity, at the apex pay grade(Rs 80,000), the highest pay grade in

the government, and a pay grade at which majority of the officials of India's Central Civil Ser-

vices, including police officers, retire.

In contrast to near hundred percent Apex-OROP coverage to past and future retiree from the

civil services, including majority of civilian officers in Ministry of Defence responsible for provid-

ing secretarial, logistic, and rear area services to the Armed Forces, only a fraction of one per-

cent of the armed forces officers, as hedge against their opposition to the scheme were pro-

vided coverage under the 'Apex-OROP-2008'.

'Apex OROP', was accompanied by two other radical decisions in 2008 grant of 'non- functional

financial up-gradation' to all Civil services including Indian Police Service, and Annexure -I, p

319 and creation of several hundred new posts of secretaries and Special Secretaries, at the

apex grade pay level, so as to make almost all civilian and police officers eligible for Apex scale

OROP pensions. In the Police alone over three dozen new apex grade pay level post were cre-

ated. 'Non- functional financial up-gradation' (NFU) was not extended to Armed Forces.

These radical decisions, which increased the pay-pension gap between defence and civilian

officials, and sharply down graded highly selective Armed Forces pay grades and ranks across

the board, most significantly, at the critical senior ranks of Colonel to Major General, and their

equivalent in the Indian Navy and the Indian Air Force(IAF), were widely resented by the armed

forces.

Growing unease in the armed Forces, and escalating protest by veterans, with implementation

of OROP as focus, led to setting up of a ten member all party Parliamentary Panel, known as the

Koshyari Committee after its Chairman, to examine the OROP issue. The Koshyari Committee

after considering the evidence, and hearing oral depositions for eight months, in December

2011, unanimously found merit in OROP and strongly recommended that, "Government should

implement OROP in the defence forces across the board at the earliest and further that for

future, the pay, allowances, pension, family pension, etc in respect of the defence personnel

should be determined by a separate commission" Despite the Koshyari Committee report, pub-

lic commitments, including in the parliament, and visible disaffection amongst the armed force

veterans, the UPA Government was slow to reach out to the veterans and implement OROP.

In May 2014, the UPA Government having lost the election was replaced by replaced by the BJP

led NDA Government, which like the congress party, had on several occasions committed to

implement OROP: it was an integral part of the election manifesto of the INC and the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP). Sonia Gandhi of INC, and Narendra Modi of BJP, at political rallies made

repeated commitments to implement OROP, if elected. Narendra Modi, the BJP prime Ministe-

rial candidate, in order to win armed forces and veteran support, had made Armed Forces is-

sues, including implementation of OROP, election rallying call.

The BJP leadership after it assumed office continued to make pledges, and promises, but was

slow to implement OROP, raising doubts about its commitment to implement OROP according

to the accepted definition. The BJP ambivalence provoked nation wide protests by the veter-

ans, starting 15 June 2015.

Finally, on 5 September 2015, the NDA Government following 83 days of very public protest,

including hunger strike, and assault by Delhi Police on the protesting Veterans announced, uni-

laterally, the implementation the 'OROP Scheme' for the Armed Forces. The Government an-

nouncement was greeted with dismay, and appointment. The veteran organization denounced

'OROP-2015' saying it was not OROP. It did not conform with the 'accepted' definition of OROP,

and decided to continue with their protest.

Kerala government's website

hacked by Pakistani hackers
With the cyber wing of the state police launching a probe into the hacking that occurred late

Saturday night, Chief Minister Oommen Chandy told reporters at his hometown Kottayam on

Sunday that the hacking was a "grave issue".  The site is now being repaired by the state-owned

Centre for Development of Imaging Technology which said the website server had not been

hacked.

The hackers, who claimed to be Pakistanis, put a picture of a burning Tricolour as well as pro-

Pakistani slogans on the hacked website.

Pakistan PM Nawaz Sharif

meets UN chief, raises

Kashmir issue
United Nations: Pakistan Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Sunday raised the issue of Jammu and

Kashmir in his meeting with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon and called for holding of plebi-

scite in the state. Sharif met Ban before his speech to the UN Sustainable Development Goals

here today (September 28, 2015).

According to the Pakistan mission, Sharif urged the Secretary-General to play a role in defusing

tensions between Pakistan and India and to help end alleged violations at the Line of Control.

Sharif called for implementation of United Nations Security Council resolutions on the Kashmir

dispute and holding of plebiscite to determine the wishes of the Kashmiri people.

Ban stressed on the need for a dialogue between India and Pakistan to resolve tensions be-

tween them.

The meeting is understood to have been dominated by the Kashmir issue. India has maintained

that the Kashmir issue is a bilateral one and the UN has no role in it. The Pakistan Premier is

currently in New York to attend the 70th United Nations General Assembly session, where his

address is scheduled for September 30, 2015.

The Pakistan mission here said the UN chief voiced concern over the tensions between India

and Pakistan and said his good office were available.

On Afghanistan, Sharif said Pakistan seeks to build a new relationship with its neighbour and

expressed his country's readiness to assist in promoting the Afghan reconciliation process if

asked to do so.

The Prime Minister also discussed with the UN Secretary-General domestic priorities and the

fight to eliminate terrorism.
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EUROPEAN MIGRANT CRISIS
In the Schengen Agreement, 26 European countries (22 of the 28 European Union member

states, plus four EFTA states) joined together to form an area, where border checks on internal

Schengen borders (i. e. between member states) are abolished, and instead checks are restricted

to the external Schengen borders and countries with external borders are obligated to enforce

border control regulations. Countries may reinstate internal border controls for a maximum of

two months for “public policy or national security” reasons.

The Dublin regulation determines the EU member state responsible to examine an asylum

application to prevent asylum applicants in the EU from “asylum shopping”, where applicants

send applications for asylum to numerous EU member states, or “asylum orbiting”, where no

member state takes responsibility for an asylum seeker. By default (when no family reasons or

humanitarian grounds are present), the first member state that an asylum seeker entered and

in which they have been fingerprinted is responsible. If the asylum seeker then moves to an-

other member state, they can be transferred back to the member state they first entered. This

has led many to criticise the Dublin rules for placing too much responsibility for asylum seekers

on member states on the EU’s external borders (like Italy, Greece and Hungary), instead of

devising a burden-sharing system among EU states.

The European migrant crisis arose through the rising number of refugees and migrants coming

to the European Union, across the Mediterranean Sea or Southeast Europe, and applying for

asylum. They come from areas such as the Middle East (Syria, Iraq), Africa (Eritrea, Nigeria,

Somalia, Sudan, Gambia), South Asia (Afghanistan, Pakistan, Bangladesh), and the Western

Balkans (Kosovo, Albania).

According to Eurostat, EU member states received 626,000 asylum applications in 2014, the

highest number since the 672,000 applications received in 1992, and granted protection status

to more than 185,000 asylum seekers. Four states – Germany, Sweden, Italy and France – re-

ceived around two-thirds of the EU's asylum applications and granted almost two-thirds of pro-

tection status in 2014; while Sweden, Hungary and Austria were among the top recipients of EU

asylum applications per capita. In the first half of 2015, EU member states received 395,000

new asylum applications.

Ascertaining motivation is complex, but most of the migrants are refugees, fleeing war and

persecution in countries such as Syria, Afghanistan and Eritrea: according to UNHCR data, as of

mid-September 2015, 84% of Mediterranean Sea arrivals come from the world's top ten refu-

gee-producing countries (54% from Syria, 13% from Afghanistan, 7% from Eritrea, 3% from Iraq,

2% from Somalia and 2% from Sudan). The top ten nationalities of Mediterranean Sea arrivals

also include Nigeria (3%), Pakistan (3%), Gambia (1%) and Bangladesh (1%). Asylum seekers of

seven nationalities had an asylum recognition rate of over 50% in EU States in the first quarter

of 2015, meaning that they obtained protection over half the time they applied: Syrians (94%

recognition rate), Eritreans (90%), Iraqis (88%), Afghans (66%), Iranians (65%), Somalis (60%)

and Sudanese (53%). Migrants of these nationalities accounted for 90% of the arrivals in Greece

and 47% of the arrivals in Italy between January and August 2015, according to UNHCR data.

Wars fueling the crisis are the Syrian civil war and the Iraq war, the war in Afghanistan, the war

in Somalia, and the war in Darfur. Refugees from Eritrea, one of the most repressive states in

the world, flee from indefinite military conscription and forced labour.

Migrants from the Western Balkans (Kosovo, Albania) and parts of West Africa (Gambia, Nige-

ria) and South Asia (Bangladesh, Pakistan) are more likely to be economic migrants, fleeing

poverty and lack of jobs, many of them hoping for a better lifestyle and job offers, without valid

claims to refugee status. The influx from states like Nigeria and Pakistan is mixed, made up in

part of refugees fleeing from violence and war (like the Boko Haram insurgency in north-east

Nigeria and the war in North-West Pakistan), in part of economic migrants.

Refugees and migrants have been seeking to settle preferentially in those national destinations

offering more generous social welfare benefits and hosting more established Middle Eastern

and African immigrant communities. In contrast to Germany, historically a popular final desti-

nation for the EU migrants, France saw its popularity erode in 2015 among migrants seeking

asylum.

Migrant routes

As of August 2015, Frontex recognizes the following general routes on sea and on land used by

irregular migrants to enter the EU :

n the Western African route

n the Western Mediterranean route

n the Central Mediterranean route

n the Apulia and Calabria route

n the circular route from Albania to Greece

n the Western Balkan route (from Greece through Macedonia and Serbia to Hungary or

Croatia)

n the Eastern Mediterranean route

n the Eastern Borders route

Migrant vessel incidents

The number of reported deaths of migrants crossing the Mediterranean towards Italy increased

in April 2015; a number of different incidents resulted in the deaths of over 1,000 people and

led to the staging of rescue operations.

13 April

On 13 April 2015, a vessel sank off the Libyan coast with up to 550 migrants on board. More

than 400 people are believed to have drowned. 144–150 people have been rescued and were

taken to a hospital in Southern Italy. The capsizing occurred 60 nautical miles (110 km) off the

Libyan coast. Air and sea search operations started in the location of the shipwreck, looking for

survivors. Nine bodies were recovered, and the Italian Coast Guard stated that "no more survi-

vors have been found."

16 April

On 16 April, four immigrants arriving in Sicily said they were the only survivors of a sunken ship.

They said that 41 people had drowned when their vessel overturned and sank shortly after

departing from Libya. In an unrelated incident, 15 people were arrested in Sicily following re-

ports that they had thrown 12 other passengers overboard, causing them to drown. According

to eyewitnesses, a fight had broken out between Christian and Muslim groups on a boat that

left Libya on 14 April, resulting in 12 Christians being thrown overboard.

19 April

On 19 April, another boat that had just left the port city of Zuwarah, Tripoli capsized off the

Libyan coast, during the night, with up to 850 migrants aboard. 28 people were rescued. The

incident happened 60 miles (100 km) off the Libyan coast and 120 miles (190 km) south of the

southern Italian island, Lampedusa. The boat may have capsized when people on board moved

to one side when a ship approached. People assumed that the passing ship would rescue them

Italian prosecutors say that a Bangladeshi survivor estimated 950 people were on board, and

smugglers locked hundreds of the migrants in the ship's hold. Among those on board were

about 350 Eritreans, 200 Senegalese, as well as migrants from Syria, Somalia, Sierra Leone,

Mali, Gambia, Ivory Coast and Ethiopia.

The Maltese Navy and Italian Coast Guard began mounting a rescue operation. Despite 18 ships

joining the rescue effort, only 28 survivors and 24 bodies were pulled from the water by night-

fall. This incident is cited by some as the shipwreck with the highest death toll in the history of

the Mediterranean. Among other incidents, however, the sinking of the SS Oria in 1944, with a

death toll of over 4,000, claimed more lives.

On 21 April Italian officials reported that the Tunisian captain of the boat had been charged with

reckless multiple homicide. It was also reported that the children on board had drowned be-

cause they were trapped on the boat's lower two levels.

The Italian Navy, at the request of the Prosecutor of Catania, has made available the mine-

sweepers Gaeta and Vieste, along with the corvette Sfinge, for search and localization of the

vessel sank. On 7 May 2015 a wreck blue length of 25 meters has been located approximately

85 miles north east of the Libyan coast at a depth of 375 meters, and correlated - said the Italian

Navy - with the wreck of the vessel sank on 18 April.

20 April

Another boat carrying migrants reportedly sank off the east coast of Rhodes, Greece on 20

April, after striking a reef. Initial reports suggested that there had been at least three deaths. 93

people were rescued from the water, with 30 individuals hospitalized. In contrast to the other

wrecked ships, which have come from Libya, this boat had departed from Turkey.

Two further reports of ships in distress in the waters between Libya and Italy appeared on 20

April. It was stated that one boat contained up to 150 people, with the other containing up to

300. The precise locations of these boats was not revealed, and it was unclear whether these

reports refer to separate vessels. The Italian and Maltese navies are reported as having re-

sponded to these calls. On Tuesday 21 April it was reported that all 450 passengers had been

rescued, despite initial reports of deaths.

5 May

Continue rescue operations and landings of migrants on the coasts of Sicily and Calabria. The

ship Phoenix arrives in Pozzallo carrying 369 migrants. Other 675 immigrants have landed in

Augusta and in 300 were rescued off the coast of Calabria. On ship container Zeran, arrived in

Catania with 197 people, there were five dead bodies. According to Save the Children 40 other

immigrants have lost their lives at sea. In Crotone the Panamanian tanker Prince I brought 250

migrants rescued in the Channel of Sicily, but also the bodies of three others, two women and a

man, recovered at sea during a rescue.

Meanwhile, also triggered the alarm diseases: about 150 of the 675 migrants arrived on the

ship Vega in Augusta were put in isolation in the port for suspected cases of chickenpox and

scabies. For doctors there is no danger of contagion and the situation would be under control.

Most patients are tested and debilitated by a wait of two months in warehouses in Libya with

little food and water.

In Trapani are 104 immigrants arrived on a cargo ship, and other 483 in Palermo on the Italian

navy ship Borsini. It also grows the number of smugglers arrested by the Italian police.

Off the coast of Calabria, a rescue operation at about 300 migrants on board a fishing vessel in

poor buoyancy occurred about 80 miles from the coast of Calabria.

29 May

The Italian navy rescued 217 migrants who were on board the boats adrift in the channel of

Sicily. Also recovered 17 corpses. In the last 24 hours rescued 3,300 migrants.

23 July

283 migrants aboard three boats were rescued by the German warship Schleswig-Holstein at

few miles from the Libyan coast and landed in the port of Augusta in Sicily, while 40 are missing

or dead according to the testimonies of survivors.

15 August

49 migrants killed by fumes while packed into hold and prevented form exiting the hold by the

ship's crew off the coast of Libya; survivors were rescued by the Italian Navy and the ship's

captain and crew were arrested.

18 August

6 migrants drown off the coast of Turkey attempting to reach a Greek island.

25 August

50 migrants killed by fumes while packed into hold and prevented form exiting the hold by the

ship's crew off the coast of Libya; survivors were rescued by a Swedish unit. On the boat they

traveled another 400 migrants who are rescued.

Beginning of the European crisis

Between 2007 and 2011, large numbers of undocumented migrants from the Middle East and

Africa crossed between Turkey and Greece, leading Greece and the European Border Protec-

tion agency Frontex to upgrade border controls. In 2012, immigrant influx into Greece by land

decreased by 95% after the construction of a fence on that part of the Greek–Turkish frontier

which does not follow the course of the Maritsa River. In 2015, Bulgaria followed by upgrading

a border fence to prevent migrant flows through Turkey.

Instability and the second civil war in Libya have made departures easier from the north-African

country, with no central authority controlling Libya’s ports and dealing with European coun-

tries, and migrant smuggling networks flourishing. The war could also have forced to leave many

African immigrants residing in Libya, which used to be itself a destination country for migrants

looking for better jobs.

The 2013 Lampedusa migrant shipwreck involved "more than 360" deaths, leading the Italian

government to establish Operation Mare Nostrum, a large-scale naval operation that involved

search and rescue, with some migrants brought aboard a naval amphibious assault ship. In

2014, the Italian government ended the operation, citing costs to be too large for one EU state

alone to manage; Frontex assumed the main responsibility for search and rescue operations.

The Frontex operation is called Operation Triton. The Italian government had requested addi-

tional funds from the EU to continue the operation but member states did not offer the re-

quested support. The UK government cited fears that the operation was acting as "an unin-

tended 'pull factor', encouraging more migrants to attempt the dangerous sea crossing and

thereby leading to more tragic and unnecessary deaths". The operation consists of two surveil-

lance aircraft and three ships, with seven teams of staff who gather intelligence and conduct

screening/identification processing. Its monthly budget is estimated at •2.9 million.

Triggers of the summer 2015 crisis

Factors cited as immediate triggers or causes of the sudden and massive increase in migrant

numbers in the summer of 2015 along the Eastern Mediterranean and Western Balkan route

(Turkey-Greece-Macedonia-Serbia-Hungary) include:

The mid-June 2015 announcement by the government of Macedonia that it was changing its

policy on migrants entering the country "illegally." Previously, migrants were forbidden from

transiting Macedonia, causing those who chose to do so to take perilous, clandestine modes of

transit, such as walking along railroad tracks at night. Beginning in June, migrants were given

three-day, temporary asylum permits, enabling them to travel by train and road.

The opening of the Macedonia route enabled migrants from the Middle East to take very short,

inexpensive voyages from the coast of Turkey to the Greek Islands, instead of the far longer,

more perilous, and far more expensive voyage from Libya to Italy. According to the Washington

Post, in addition to reducing the danger, this lowered the cost from $5,000 to $6,000, to $2,000

to $3,000.

Action taken by European Union

After the migrant shipwreck on 19 April 2015, Italy's Premier Matteo Renzi spoke by telephone

to French President François Hollande and to Maltese Prime Minister Joseph Muscat. They

agreed to call for an emergency meeting of European interior ministers to address the problem

of migrant deaths. Renzi condemned human trafficking as a "new slave trade" while Prime

Minister Muscat said 19 April shipwreck was the "biggest human tragedy of the last few years".

Hollande described people traffickers as "terrorists" who put migrant lives at risk. The German

government's representative for migration, refugees and integration, Aydan Özoguz, said that

with more migrants likely to arrive as the weather turned warmer, emergency rescue missions

should be restored. "It was an illusion to think that cutting off Mare Nostrum would prevent

people from attempting this dangerous voyage across the Mediterranean", she said. Federica

Mogherini called for collective EU action ahead of a meeting in Luxembourg on Monday 20

April.

Asylum applications
According to Eurostat, EU member states received 626,715 asylum applications in 2014, the

highest number since the 672,000 applications received in 1992. The main countries of origin

of asylum seekers, accounting for almost half of the total, were Syria (20%), Afghanistan (7%),

Kosovo (6%), Eritrea (6%) and Serbia (5%).

In 2014, decisions on asylum applications in the EU made at the first instance resulted in more

than 160,000 asylum seekers being granted protection status, while a further 23,000 received

protection status on appeal. The rate of recognition of asylum applicants was 45% at the first

instance and 18% on appeal. The main beneficiaries of protection status, accounting for more

than half of the total, were Syrians (68,300 or 37%), Eritreans (14,600 or 8%) and Afghanis

(14,100 or 8%).

Four states – Germany, Sweden, Italy and France – received around two-thirds of the EU's

asylum applications and granted almost two-thirds of protection status in 2014. Sweden, Hun-

gary and Austria were among the top recipients of EU asylum applications per capita, when

adjusted for their own populations, with 8.4 asylum seekers per 1,000 inhabitants in Sweden,

4.3 in Hungary and 3.2 in Austria.

In the first three months of 2015, the number of new asylum applicants in the EU was 184,800,

increasing by 86% if compared with the same quarter in the previous year but remaining

stable if compared to the last quarter of 2014. More than half applied for asylum in Germany

(40%) or Hungary (18%). The main nationalities of the applicants were Kosovo (48,875 or

26%), Syria (29,100 or 16%) and Afghanistan (12,910 or 7%). In the second quarter of 2015,

213,200 people applied for asylum in the EU, up by 15% compared with the previous quarter.

38% applied for asylum in Germany, followed by Hungary (15%) and Austria (8%). The main

countries of citizenship of asylum seekers, accounting for more than half of the total, were

Syria (21%), Afghanistan (13%), Albania (8%), Iraq (6%) and Kosovo (5%). In August 2015, the

German government announced that it expects to receive 800,000 asylum applications by

the end of the year, more than the whole EU in 2014. Until July 2015, Syrian refugees were

the biggest group of asylum seekers in Germany, with 44,417 applications lodged since Janu-

ary, whereas 40% of applications came from people from the Balkans, who were thought not

to qualify for asylum for the most part.

On 20 April 2015, the European Commission proposed a 10-point plan to tackle the crisis :

n Reinforce the Joint Operations in the Mediterranean, namely Triton and Poseidon, by in-

creasing the financial resources and the number of assets. We will also extend their opera-

tional area, allowing us to intervene further, within the mandate of Frontex;

n A systematic effort to capture and destroy vessels used by the smugglers. The positive

results obtained with the Atalanta operation should inspire us to similar operations against

smugglers in the Mediterranean;

n Europol, Frontex, EASO and Eurojust will meet regularly and work closely to gather infor-

mation on smugglers modus operandi, to trace their funds and to assist in their investigation;

n EASO to deploy teams in Italy and Greece for joint processing of asylum applications;

n Member States to ensure fingerprinting of all migrants;

n Consider options for an emergency relocation mechanism;

n A EU wide voluntary pilot project on resettlement, offering a number of places to persons

in need of protection;

n Establish a new return programme for rapid return of irregular migrants coordinated by

Frontex from frontline Member States;

n Engagement with countries surrounding Libya through a joined effort between the Com-

mission and the EEAS; Initiatives in Niger have to be stepped up.

n Deploy Immigration Liaison Officers (ILO) in key third countries, to gather intelligence on

migratory flows and strengthen the role of the EU Delegations.

Border patrol operations

The Guardian and Reuters noted that doubling the size of Operation Triton would still leave the

mission with fewer resources than the previous Italian-run rescue option (Operation Mare Nos-

trum) whose budget was more than 3 times as large, had 4 times the number of aircraft and had

a wider mandate to conduct search and rescue operations across the Mediterranean Sea.

On 23 April 2015, a five-hour emergency summit was held and EU heads of state agreed to

triple the budget of Operation Triton to •120 million for 2015–2016. EU leaders claimed that

this would allow for the same operational capabilities as Operation Mare Nostrum had had in

2013–2014. As part of the agreement the United Kingdom agreed to send HMS Bulwark, two

naval patrol boats and three helicopters to join the Operation. On 5 May 2015 it was announced

by the Irish Minister of Defence Simon Coveney that the LÉ Eithne would also take part in the

response to the crisis. Amnesty International immediately criticized the EU response as "a face-

saving not a life-saving operation" and said that "failure to extend Triton's operational area will

fatally undermine today's commitment".

On 18 May 2015, the European Union decided to launch a new operation based in Rome, called

EU Navfor Med, under the command of the Italian Admiral Enrico Credendino, to undertake

systematic efforts to identify, capture and dispose of vessels used by migrant smugglers. On 14

September 2015, Agence France-Presse reported that EU sought to increase the scope of EU

Navfor Med so that a third phase of the operation would include patrols inside Libyan waters in

order to "identify, capture and dispose of vessels" used by smugglers. Land operations on Libya

to destroy vessels used by smugglers had been proposed, but commentators note that such an

operation would need a UN or Libyan permit.

Relocation and resettlement of asylum seekers

The European Parliament has voted in favour of a migrant quota system to make sure that

asylum seekers are distributed more equally across member states.

EU "Safe Countries of Origin" list

12 EU countries already have national lists of safe countries of origin. The European Commis-

sion is proposing one, common EU list designating as ‘safe’ all EU candidate countries (Albania,

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey), plus Bosnia and

Herzegovina and Kosovo. The list would allow for faster returns to those countries, even though

asylum applications from nationals of those countries would continue to be assessed on an

individual, case-by-case basis.

Effects on Dublin and Schengen rules

Under the Dublin Regulation, an asylum seeker

has to apply for asylum in the first EU country

they entered, and, if they cross borders to an-

other country after being fingerprinted, they can

be returned to the former. As most asylum seek-

ers try to reach Germany or Sweden through the

other EU countries in order to apply for asylum

there, and as 22 EU countries form the borderless

Schengen area where internal border controls

are abolished, enforcement of the Dublin Regu-

lation became increasingly difficult during late

summer 2015, with some countries allowing asy-

lum seekers to transit through their territories

and other countries renouncing the right to re-

turn them back or reinstating border controls

within the Schengen Area to prevent them from

entering.         n n n


